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About the conference
The Centre for Human Rights, University of
Pretoria, hosts an annual conference on disability
rights in an African context during the month
of November. The inaugural disability rights
conference was held in 2013. The conference acts
as a platform for convening dialogue amongst
key stakeholders on disability rights, and to
spotlight the pertinent and emerging disability
rights concerns in the African region.
More information on previous editions of the
conference can be found at:
www.chr.up.ac.za/disability-rights-projects/
dru-annual-conference
In 2020, the conference will focus on developing
responses for overcoming barriers faced
by persons with disabilities in the respect,
protection and fulfilment of the right to health
in the African region. The conference has two
main complimentary objectives: 1) to critically
appraise laws, policies, practices, programmes,
polities and ideologies that impede the respect,
protection and fulfilment of the right to health of
persons with disabilities; and 2) to suggest how to
overcome the impediments. The conference will
be convened virtually via webinar by the Centre
for Human Rights, University of Pretoria, South
Africa, on 17 and 18 November 2020.
Authors of abstracts and papers should seek to
propose ideas and remedial approaches which
can serve as resources for assisting persons with
disabilities, lawmakers, courts and tribunals,
policymakers, human rights defenders, healthcare and rehabilitation service providers,
education providers, employers, caregivers,
community support service providers, and other
pertinent actors in contributing towards the
realisation of the right to health of persons with
disabilities. It is anticipated that papers presented
at this conference will be reworked by authors
and submitted for consideration for publication
in the 2021 volume of the African Disability Rights
Yearbook.

Background
In its preamble and substantive provisions,
the Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities (CPRD) underscores the imperative of
securing equality and human dignity for persons
with disabilities in all socio-economic sectors,
including in the provision of health care and related
services.
More specifically, the CRPD recognises the right to
health as a discrete human right in article 25 which
states that:

States Parties recognize that persons with disabilities
have the right to the enjoyment of the highest attainable
standard of health without discrimination on the basis
of disability. States Parties shall take all appropriate
measures to ensure access for persons with disabilities
to health services that are gender sensitive, including
health-related rehabilitation. In particular, States Parties
shall:
(a) Provide persons with disabilities with the same
range, quality and standard of free or affordable
healthcare and programmes as provided to
other persons, including in the area of sexual and
reproductive health and population-based public
health programmes;
(b) Provide those health services needed by
persons with disabilities specifically because of
their disabilities, including early identification
and intervention as appropriate, and services
designed to minimize and prevent further
disabilities, including among children and older
persons;
(c) Provide these health services as close as possible
to people’s own communities, including in rural
areas;
(d) Require health professionals to provide care
of the same quality to persons with disabilities
as to others, including on the basis of free and
informed consent by, inter alia, raising awareness
of the human rights, dignity, autonomy and needs
of persons with disabilities through training and
the promulgation of ethical standards for public
and private health care;
(e) Prohibit discrimination against persons with
disabilities in the provision of health insurance,
and life insurance where such insurance is
permitted by national law, which shall be provided
in a fair and reasonable manner;
(f) Prevent discriminatory denial of health care or
health services or food and fluids on the basis of
disability.

Using language substantively similar to article 25 of
the CRPD, article 15 of the Protocol to the African
Charter on Human and Peoples’ Rights on the
Rights of Persons with Disabilities in Africa (African
Disability Rights Protocol) provides for a right

The cardinal importance of the right to health in
the lives of persons with disabilities cannot be
overemphasised, especially in a low-income region
such as the African region. Persons with disabilities
have greater unmet needs than their counterparts
and are particularly vulnerable to deficiencies in
health care provision. They experience several
barriers in access to health care, including: limited
availability of services; unaffordable services; and
services that are indifferent to accommodating the
particular needs of persons with disabilities such
as physically inaccessible facilities, inaccessible
medical equipment and health care workers with
inadequate skills and knowledge. In contemporary
times, COVID-19 coupled with the fragility of African
health care systems have laid bare the additional
vulnerabilities that persons with disabilities
experience in access to health care.
to health for persons with disabilities under the
African regional human rights system. Article 15 of
the African Disability Rights Protocol provides that:
1. Every person with a disability has the right to the
highest attainable standard of health.
2. States Parties shall take appropriate and effective
measures to ensure persons with disabilities
have, on an equal basis with others, access to
health services, including sexual and reproductive
health, such as by:
(a) Providing persons with disabilities with the
same range, quality and standard of free or
affordable health care and programmes as
provided to other persons;
(b) Providing those health services needed by
persons with disabilities specifically because
of their disabilities or health services designed
to minimise or prevent further disability, the
provision of medicines including pain relieving
drugs;
(c) Prohibiting discrimination against persons
with disabilities by providers of health services or
providers of insurance;
(d) Ensuring that all health services are provided
on the basis of free, prior and informed consent;
(e) Providing persons with disabilities with healthcare in the community;
(f) Ensuring that health-care services are
provided using accessible formats and that
communication between service providers and
persons with disabilities is effective;
(g) Ensuring that persons with disabilities are
provided with support in making health decisions,
when needed;
(h) Ensuring that health campaigns include
disability specific needs, but in a manner which
does not stigmatise persons with disabilities,
and designing services to minimise and prevent
further disability; and
(i) Ensuring that the training of health-care
providers takes account of the disability specific
needs and rights of persons with disabilities,
and ensuring that formal and informal health
services do not violate the rights of persons with
disabilities.

Against this backdrop, the convenors of the
conference invite abstracts (and, eventually, papers
developed from accepted abstracts) that are aimed
at identifying and providing remedial responses
to the impediments to realisation of the right to
health in the African region. The parameters of an
abstract can be at a country level, sub-regional level,
regional level and/or global level or a combination
of these levels. What is crucial is that abstracts
should address African needs, taking into account
relevant human rights frameworks.

Participants
The conference, which will be held on 17 and
18 November 2020 via webinar, will serve as a
forum for scholarly interactions and exchange of
ideas on proffering recommendations to address
impediments to the right to health. It seeks to
bring together scholars, practitioners, service
providers and researchers from the African region
and beyond working on various aspects of the
right to health. Interested participants are invited
to submit abstracts on topics of their choice.

Possible topics to consider
The following are mere suggestions rather than
an exhaustive list of issues that authors may
consider using as a focal area or areas, bearing in
mind that the narrower the focus the greater the
prospects of writing a successful abstract:
•
•
•

intersection between the right to health and
sexual health
intersection between the right to health and
reproductive health
intersection between the right to health and
rehabilitation

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

intersection between the right to health and
COVID-19
intersection between the right to health and
health care financing
intersection between the right to health and
training of health care personnel
constitutionalising the right to health
courts and tribunals and the right to health
place of global and regional jurisprudence in
interpretation and application of domestic
laws on the right to health
place of regional jurisprudence in
interpretation and application of the right to
health
place of comparative law in interpretation and
application of domestic laws
place of domestic human rights institutions in
promoting the right to health
place of civil society and non-governmental
organisations in promoting the right to health
place of the family and other caregivers in
promoting the right to health
linking the right to health with research, data
collection and monitoring.

Submission specifications
A committee will review abstracts that are in
English, are 400-450 words in length, without
footnotes or endnotes, and in MS Word format
(not PDF).
Abstracts must include in a single document:
title of abstract, author’s name, affiliation,
qualifications, email address and body of
abstract.

Important dates
•

Abstracts must be sent by email to 			
tariro.rufetu@up.ac.za by
14 September 2020.

•

Authors wishing to discuss ideas before
submitting an abstract can contact the
convenors at charles.ngwena@up.ac.za /
nkatha.murungi@up.ac.za.

•

Authors will be notified by 17 September
2020 whether their abstract has been 		
accepted.

•

Authors of accepted abstracts are required to
submit full papers by 30 October 2020.

Funding
Authors whose conference paper is accepted for
presentation at the conference may be considered
for a reimbursement or modest compensation
for data costs related to their participation in the
conference.
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