M OT HE R S I MPAC T ED BY

ALBINISM

A DIALOGUE ON GENDER, ALBINISM
AND HUMAN RIGHTS IN SOUTH AFRICA
WEBINAR (ZOOM) / THURSDAY 10 SEPTEMBER 2020
09:00 GMT / 10:00 WAT / 11:00 SAST / 12:00 EAT
The Disability Rights Unit at the Centre for Human Rights, Faculty of Law, University
of Pretoria, cordially invites you to a webinar on mothers impacted by albinism. The
webinar, which is a dialogue on gender, albinism and human rights in South Africa is
held in commemoration of Albinism Awareness Month.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER

www.chr.up.ac.za

PANELLISTS
- Moderator: Innocentia Mgijma-Konopi
Centre for Human Rights, University of Pretoria

• Setting the global context
• Reflecting on the UN Independent expert on albinism’s report on women and
children with albinism
- Dr Sheryl Reimer-Kirkham, RN PhD
Dean and Professor School of Nursing, Member College of New Scholars, Royal Society of Canada

• Speaking on the research project:
Mothering, albinism, and human rights in Africa: Mapping patterns of resilience at
the juncture of gender, colourism, and religion
- Professor Jennifer Kromberg
Associate Professor, Division of Human Genetics, Wits; National Health Laboratory Service

• Psychological impact of having a child with albinism
- Video presentation: Albinism in Generations photo book

ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION
- Lorraine Tshuma
Mother without albinism, child with albinism
- Busisiwe Mahlaba
Mother without albinism, two children with albinism
- Thembisile Madlala (Albinism Society KZN)
Mother with albinism, child without
- Gugulethu Shandu
Mother with albinism and a child with albinism
The webinar is inspired by the Mothering & Albinism: Mapping patterns of resilience at the
juncture of gender, colourism, religion, and human rights research project that Centre for
Human Rights is part of. For more information go to www.motheringandalbinism.com

BACKGROUND
Mothers impacted by albinism in South Africa face extraordinary circumstances,
both as mothers of children with albinism and mothers who themselves have
albinism. These mothers are particularly vulnerable to human rights violations as a
result of social constructions of gender that result in multiple and intersecting forms
of stigma, discrimination, violence, and inequity. The UN Independent expert on the
enjoyment of human rights by persons with albinism, Ms Ero, noted in a report to the
Human Rights Council that many women who give birth to a child with albinism face
ostracism and discrimination due to gross misunderstanding and mystification of
albinism. The rejection of mothers of children with albinism exposes them to poverty
and isolation and increases the vulnerability to human rights violation of both mother
and child with albinism.
This dialogue on gender, albinism and human rights will explore the experiences
of mothers impacted by albinism. Four women who are mothers with albinism and
mothers of children with albinism will share their experience on how they have been
impacted by albinism including their experiences of access to community services.
The webinar will also explore the social constructions of gender and colourism in
relation to albinism in the context of South Africa and their impact on the experience
of mothering as well as discuss how the government can incorporate a gender
dimension and an intersectional lens in supporting mothers of children with
albinism.

