PROTECTION OF LBQ
WOMEN IN AFRICA

WEBINAR ON 25 NOVEMBER
25 NOVEMBER 2021 | 11.30AM - 12.45PM SAST

TheSexual Orientation,Genderldentityand Expression,and SexCharacteristics
(SOGIESC) Unit,CentreforHumanRightsis presentingawebinaronResolution
275anditsprotectionoflesbian,bisexual,andqueer(LBQ)cisandtranswomenin
Africa.ThewebinarwillexplorevariouschallengesfacedbythelLBQcisandtrans
womeninAfricaandhowthesechallengescanbetackledusingResolution275 of
the AfricanCommissiononHumanandPeoples'Rights (AfricanCommission).The
webinarwillalsoprovideaspaceandanopportunityfordialogueandeducation
for the community on the African human rights system.
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https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fTx8jCovSDmyANd32XM4gg
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fTx8jCovSDmyANd32XM4gg
https://www.chr.up.ac.za/

INTRODUCTION

Resolution275wasadoptedbythe AfricanCommissionon12May2014.Theresolution
expressesgraveconcernaboutincreasingviolenceandotherhumanrightsviolations,
includingmurder, rape,assault,inrespectofpersonsbasedontheirrealorperceived
sexualorientationorgenderidentity.ltcallsuponstatestotakeactionforstoppingsuch
violence,toensurethathumanrightsdefendersworkingonthehumanrightsofsexual
minoritiesarefreefromreprisalsandtakeappropriate measurestoensureadequate
remedies are ensured to victims of such violence.

DespitetheprovisionsofResolution275,LBQwomencontinuetosufferviolenceand
discriminationacrossthe Africancontinentand LGBTIQ+humanrightsdefendersare
stillsubjecttosocial, political,andlegalhostility. Assuch,thereisaneedtoraisemore
awarenessonResolution275andeducategovernments,lawenforcementauthorities,
thejudiciaryandotherstakeholdersontheneedtoeradicate SOGIE-basedviolenceand
discriminationandtorecognizeandrespecttherightsof LBQwomeninAfrica.There
isalsoaneedtoencouragelLGBTIQ+humanrightsdefendersontheuseoftheAfrican
regional human rights mechanisms.

Thiswebinarwillprovideaninteractivediscussionbyhumanrightsdefendersonthe
opportunitiesofferedbyResolution275forprotectingLBQwomeninAfricabothatthe
domesticlevelandthroughtheAfricanhumanrightssystem.Thewebinarspecifically
focusesonLBQwomeninAfricatohighlightthedistinct (and oftenundocumented)
humanrightsviolationsandnegativesocialattitudestheycontinuetofacebothinthe
widersocietyandwithinthe LGBTIQ+community.Also,thereisanimportantneedto
raiseawarenessonhowLBQwomeninAfricacantakeadvantageoftheAfricanregional
humanrightssystem,especiallyconsideringthathumanrightstreaties,includingthe
Maputo Protocol, provides no explicit mention of LBQ women.

TOPICS AND SPEAKERS

« ChallengesexperiencedbyLBQwomeninthedifferentspacesthattheyinhabit.

« WhatisResolution275andhowcanitbeutilisedtoprotectLBQwomenintheir
respective societies?

+ Africanregionalhumanrightsmechanismsavailabletousebyhumanrights
defenders for implementing Resolution 275 for LBQ women.

+ ChallengespreventingtheimplementationofResolution275particularlyasit
pertains to LBQ women.

« HowLBQadvocacyinitiativescantakeadvantageofthe Africanhumanrights
system at a grassroots level.

PANEL MODERATOR:
ThirunaNaidoo,ProjectOfficer:SOGIESCUnit&Associate:Communicationsand
Advocacy at the Centre for Human Rights, University of Pretoria, South Africa

SPEAKERS:

1. Dr Rudo Chigudu, Postdoctoral Fellow at the Centre for Human
Rights,University of Pretoria, South Africa.

2. Matilda Lasseko-Phooko, Manager: Women's rights unit at the Centre
for Human Rights, University of Pretoria, South Africa

3. Laurah Arudi, SOGIE Programme Officeratthe Network of National African
Human Rights Institutions, Kenya.

4. Gloria Mutyaba, Programs officer at Freedom and Roam Uganda,
Uganda.
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