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What is African about African international law? The main aim of this 
book is to answer this question by developing a theory to explain how 
and why international law is Africanized. This includes explaining how 
Africanization relates both to the extent of continental norm setting by the 
Organization of African Unity and later the African Union, as the principal 
agent responsible for ‘African solutions to African problems’, and to the 
degree to which this African International Organization enforces these 
norms through varied continental accountability mechanisms. In this 
specifi c context, the book considers the different modalities through which 
the idea of Africa shapes, is shaped by and is embedded in international 
law making and implementation.
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The event will be live streamed on social media and the recording will be 
available on YouTube.
A podcast of the launch will be available after the event.
A post-launch release sharing the highlights of the event.

PULP is an open-access publisher based at the Centre for Human 
Rights, University of Pretoria. Keeping with PULP’s access to information 
policy - all the books are available online, in electronic format, at no charge.
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Reviews: This book has already been endorsed by two anthropology 
professors, seven professors of politics, twenty-nine law professors, two 
judges at the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights, four Legal 
Counsels of the African Union (i.e. the highest ranking jurist in the AU 
system), six heads of African Union bodies, three registrars of international 
courts in Africa, two judges at the International Court of Justice, five 
members of the UN International Law Commission, four members of 
UN bodies, one president of a constitutional court, two chairpersons 
of National Human Rights Institutions (NHRIs) in Africa, five heads of 
continental CSOs, two ambassadors, one deputy-attorney general and five 
members of the Institut de Droit International.

About the Author: Micha Wiebusch is an Associate Professor (adjunct) 
at the Faculty of Law of the University of Cape Town, where he heads the 
Research Unit of the Judicial Institute for Africa (JIFA). He is also a senior 
legal officer at the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights, African 
Union. The views expressed in this book are personal and should not be 
ascribed to any of the institutions with which the author works.

Contents of book:
Prologue – Identifying the audience 
Who is the imagined audience?

1The development of an African international law
What does Africanization mean?

2Theorizing African international legal knowledge  production
How to make sense of African international law?

3A geography of African international law 
Why does African international law matter?

4African international legal governance laboratories
How does African international law work?

5The frontiers of African international law           
What is the future of African international law?
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