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In the context of the new project on climate perspectives and human rights, funded by the
German Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), the Global Campus will
conduct two major research projects which are simultaneously providing the foundation for
further educational activities, including e-learning courses. Dissemination of the findings of
the research projects will be facilitated by the project’s outreach stream through publication
of the full research, as well as shorter, policyoriented knowledge products, digital handbooks,
and other accessible outputs. As part of the research, strategic stakeholder conferences will be
organised to build on the momentum to develop actionable roadmaps for the integration of
the research findings both in further education and policy advice.

This global-scale research project will investigate the inclusion of climate policy and practice in
international, regional and national-level human rights frameworks. It will place particular
emphasis on the international legal obligations defined through Advisory Opinions at global
level by the International Court of Justice (IC)) and the Tribunal on the Law of the Sea, as well as
atregional level by the Inter-American Court of Human Rights - and the African Court of Human
and Peoples’ Rights, which was also petitioned to issue an Advisory Opinion on state obligations
in the context of climate change. It similarly looks at commitments under international
environmental law, including the UNFCCC and the annual COPs, and relevant jurisprudence at
international, regional and national level, as well as engagement with the corporate sector. The
Global Campus will thus produce an in-depth analysis of global climate governance through
a human rights-based approach. This includes research through an intersectionality lens,
understanding how global climate governance addresses the needs and rights of vulnerable
groups. Highlighting gender perspectives and youth perspectives, the research outcomes
aim at providing actionable recommendations on law and policy development. Tracking
implementation and mapping of best practices, including as regards engagement with the
corporate sector, this research aims to produce a set of different knowledge outputs, targeting
different academic and policymaking audiences, all freely accessible through online tools and
a specific interactive digital platform created for this overall project.

Involving researchers from its various regions, the GC is uniquely placed to facilitate this cross-
regional and multi-disciplinary research that prepares a global picture of legal obligations,
effectively linking international human rights law with other fields of international law, while
being deeply aware of the local and regional contexts under review. It will engage researchers
from its network with strong links to the relevant justice mechanisms (including the ICJ and
the Inter-American and African courts, as well as the European and ASEAN systems), building
on its strong institutional links to these bodies. A global research group will drive the project,
ensuring its academic rigour and coherence, while coordinating its partnerships, outreach
and dissemination efforts. Regular in-person and online convenings will ensure continuous
exchange on both substantive and procedural elements of the research.

A global forum on climate governance (see Activity 5.2) will bring together key stakeholders
for the effective implementation of international obligations, including from the justice
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mechanisms, state authorities, the corporate sector and civil society, while engaging actors
involved in strategic litigation efforts in different local, national and international jurisdictions,
ensuring that the research findings translate into legal and policy change. This will tentatively
take place in spring/summer 2028, so as to launch the first research results, while bringing
together stakeholders to guide the finalisation of the project. It will serve an important purpose
of strengthening a network around this thematic research, which will be crucial for the last
project year to work on actionable recommendations and concrete plans for implementation
in partnership with key stakeholders convened at this forum.

As a collaborative project between researchers from different GC regions, this research aims at
analysing current and future trends of climate-induced migration from Africa, Asia and the
MENA region via the Mediterranean Sea and the so-called “Balkan route” to the EU. Across
these regions, it unpacks the drivers of migration and displacement through thorough analysis
of short-, medium- and long-term impacts of climate change on the environments people
currently inhabit. It further looks at concrete mitigation, remedial and adaption measures,
assessing their responsiveness to drivers of displacement, integrating gender and children’s
rights perspectives and a focus on other marginalised and/or at-risk groups. Under the umbrella
of climate-induced migration, it will focus both on migration triggered by poverty and livelihoods
threatened by climate-induced environmental degradation, as well as by climate-induced
conflicts (e.g. due to resource scarcity). This research engages with pre-existing frameworks
at international and regional level (including the Global Compact for Safe, Orderly and Regular
Migration), as well as important stakeholders from the UN and regional inter-governmental
organisations and corresponding initiatives (including the Task Force on Displacement or
the UN SG's Action Agenda on Internal Displacement, as well as the European Boarder and
Coast Guard Agency Frontex), international financial institutions, and national-level actors. It
seeks to provide in-depth academic knowledge that can inform policymakers and feed back
into international fora, as well as support those governments making the most substantive
contributions in the fields of development cooperation and climate change mitigation. This will
be achieved through accessible outputs complementing the final research publication, such as
thematic or country-specific policy briefs.

The core research group will include primarily academics of GC universities and GC alumni who
are specialised in human rights research on migration and climate justice and the environment.
In addition to a senior core research team, students and alumni from the GC network will be
mobilised to contribute to the project through a Global Classroom in 2027. Besides online
coordination, this interregional research will also convene in-person workshops to create a
region-specific network feeding into and developing beyond the project. Upon completion
of the project, a larger stakeholder conference will be hosted by a GC member university to
ensure visibility of the research findings and facilitate direct, concrete exchange on possible
recommended policy changes. This will include representatives from government, inter-
governmental organisations, key civil society players and academia.
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