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You are cordially invited to the
Second Annual Nelson Mandela
Human Rights Lecture with

DR NAVI PILLAY

Former United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

DR GAY MCDOUGALL

UN Committee on Elimination of Racial Discrimination

Ms EDNA MARIA SANTOS ROLAND

Chair/Rapporteur of the Group of Independent Eminent Experts on the
Implementation of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action

Ms MONA RISHWAMI
Chief, Rule of Law, Equality and Non-Discrimination Branch, Office of the United
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights

Wednesday 14 July 2021
16:00 — 18:10 CET, online

The Annual Nelson Mandela Human Rights Lecture is presented by the

Centre for Human Rights, University of Pretoria,

Washington College of Law, American University, Washington D.C.,

the Commonwealth Secretariat and the

Human Rights Council Branch at the Office of the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights,
in collaboration with the

African Group of Ambassadors in Geneva,

as part of the Nelson Mandela World Human Rights Moot Court Competition,

on the occasion of Nelson Mandela International Day
(as per UN General Assembly Resolution A/RES/64/13).

The event will be live streamed on Youtube:
www.youtube.com/centreforhumanrights
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https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_CLD-pBhxQDyDKhvGQoz1Qg
https://www.youtube.com/centreforhumanrights
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The World Conference against Racism, Racial Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance
(WCAR) was held in 2001 in Durban, South Africa and its outcome document, i.e. the Durban
Declaration and Programme of Action (DDPA) highlighted that, although the standard of non-
discrimination has been established as a bedrock principle of international law, such continued
acts of discrimination required more robust mechanisms which would aid in dealing with such
intolerances. The Durban Declaration and Programme of Action was the foremost mechanism
which would serve towards bringing the international community towards speaking with a single
voice emphasising that such intolerance would not be acceptable.

Participants at the WCAR agreed that there was a strong need for national plans of action,
together with legislation and more legal assistance to victims of racial discrimination. They added
that institutional reforms were necessary in order to reinforce the legal mechanisms that were
already in place, together with educational programmes which would work towards both creating
awareness and breaking down the stereotypes that ensure that such intolerances persist.

Twenty years after the Durban Conference, racial intolerance and discrimination continue to be
a feature both at the international level and within states. Societies, from east to west, north to
south, continue to face not only a rise in racial intolerance seen through acts of political violence
againstindividuals of African descent such as of Mr George Floyd and many others, and hate crimes
against those of Asian descent. The result of such intolerance has been strong social mobilisation,
which has not only challenged the institutions of states but also called for institutional reforms
— the aim of such reforms targeting the system racism that most often lay at the foundation of
such institutions.

As part of the Nelson Mandela World Human Rights Moot Court Competition, the second Annual
Nelson Mandela Human Rights Lecture will focus on the theme of contemporary forms of racial
discrimination. The lecture is held in collaboration with the African Group of Ambassadors in
Geneva. The lecture will be presented online and will reflect on the achievements and remaining
challenges of the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action.

For further information, please contact Dr. Eduardo Kapapelo,
eduardo.kapapelo@up.ac.za

For more information on the Nelson Mandela World Human Rights Moot Court Competition,
www.chr.up.ac.za/worldmoot
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