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It is common to hear talk of how human rights enable people to live free and dignified lives
in the contemporary world. In many countries, including Sierra Leone, rights are protected in
a constitution. The recognition of rights in the Constitution of Sierra Leone means that
people in the country can benefit from and vindicate their rights in a range of different
ways, including through the courts. Sadly, far too often, people have to struggle to enforce
their rights. Sometimes this is because they are not aware of all their rights, or are not
informed on how to enforce their rights. This booklet is designed to help overcome these
obstacles.

This booklet provides an easy-to-use introduction to what human rights are, including
where they come from and what they mean for the citizens of Sierra Leone. Through this
booklet, the Centre for Human Rights (Centre) and the Rule of Law Program for Sub-
Saharan Africa of the Konrad-Adenauer-Foundation (KAS) hope to enable citizens to know
their rights and better understand how these rights protect them against violations. The
booklet also seeks to empower readers on how to make rights meaningful to them.

The Centre and KAS are committed to supporting people’s attempts to live in dignity and
freedom. Both the Centre and KAS are convinced that providing people with information
and help in understanding how to turn this information to action will help people enforce
their constitutional rights which will ultimately contribute to the strengthening of the rule of
law in the region. We are proud to be able to have worked together on this booklet, and we
have no doubt it is a useful tool for people seeking to actualize the rights protected in the
Constitution of Sierra Leone.

Prof Nkatha Murungi, 
Acting Director                                                                 
Centre for Human Rights                                                
University of Pretoria 
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INTRODƆKSHƆN
Ɔlman na Salon gɛt rayt dɛn weh de
protɛkt dɛn ɛn ɛp dɛn fɔ gɛt rɛspɛkt ɛn mek
dɛn layf gɛt minin. Dɛn rayt dɛn de insai di
Kɔnstityushɔn na Salon ɛn ɔda lɔ dɛn bak.

Dɛn mek di 1991 Kɔnstityushɔn na Salon
afta di pipul dɛn vot ɛn gri fɔ am. I dɔn te
weh na wan pati nɔmɔ bin de rul na Salon,
dat mek di Kɔnstityushɔn bin promis se dɛn
go mek dɛmɔkrasi kam bak na Salon. Pan ɔl
weh di Kɔnstityushɔn bin prɔmis se di
Gɔvmɛnt go lisin to di pipul dɛn, insai shɔt
tɛm, dɛn bin lɛf fɔ fala am afta sojaman dɛn
ovatro di gɔvmɛnt. Afta lɔng tɛm, dɛn bigin
fɔ mek di pipul dɛn fala di Kɔnstityushɔn ɛn
du wetin dɛn dɔn prɔmis na di
Kɔnstityushɔn. 

Bɔku rizin dɛn de weh mek di Kɔnstityushɔn impɔtant. Apat frɔm di rayt dɛn weh de
insai di Kɔnstityushɔn, dɛn rayt wetin mek dɛmɔkrasi impɔtant na Salon, ɛn wetin dɛn
fɔ du fɔ mek di gɔvmɛnt ɔnɛs ɛn lisin to di pipul dɛn. Dis na gɔvmɛnt weh gɛt fɔ ansa to
Salon pipul dɛn fɔ wetin dɛn de du. Di Kɔnstityushɔn de sho klia wan se ɔlman fɔ tɔk
bɔt wetin de apin na di kɔntri ɛn ɔlman in rayt impɔtant. I sho klia wan se Salon pipul
dɛn rayt rili impɔtant, ɛn Salon nɔ fɔ gɛt wan pati nɔmɔ fɔ rul. Dis go mek ɔlman gɛt
wetin dɛn nid fɔ gɛt di rɛspɛkt weh dɛn fɔ gɛt as mɔtalman. 

Dis buk go tɔk smɔl bɔt wetin de na di Kɔnstityushɔn na Salon, ɛn aw di Kɔnstityushɔn
de mek di Gɔvmɛnt na Salon ɛn ɔda pɔblik ɔganayzeshɔn dɛn ansa fɔ wetin dɛn de du.
Dis buk go gi yu mɔ infɔmeshɔn bɔt aw di rayt dɛn weh di Kɔnstityushɔn de protɛkt go
ebul fɔ protɛkt yu ɛn yu kɔmyuniti. Na Chapta 3 insai di Kɔnstityushɔn go tɔk bɔt di
rayt weh mɔtalman gɛt. I gɛt di taytul The Recognition and Protection of Fundamental
Rights and Freedoms. Dis buk go tɔk gud gud wan bɔt dɛn rayt dɛn ya weh de protɛkt
ɔlman na Salon.  
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Aw fɔ yuz dis buk

Dis buk de tɔk smɔl bɔt di Kɔnstityushɔn na Salon fɔ mek yu no wetin na yu rayt dɛn ɛn ɛp
yu fɔ ɔndastand aw dɛn rayt dɛn ya go bɛnifit yu. Insai dis buk yu go si impɔtant kɔt kes dɛn
bɔt pipul dɛn weh bin tinap tranga wan fɔ gɛt dɛn rayt dɛn ɛn mek ɔda pipul dɛn ansa fɔ
wetin dɛn du. 

Dis buk jɔs de tɔk smɔl bɔt di rayt dɛn weh de na di Kɔnstityushɔn. If yu want fɔ rid di wanol
Kɔnstityushɔn, yu kin luk fɔ am na di Intanɛt weh yu tayp "Sierra Leone Consitution" na di
sach bɔks. Ɔ, yu kin go na dis wɛbsait: https://www.parliament.gov.sl/constitution-of-sierra-
leone.html.

If yu go lɛk fɔ no mɔ bɔt wan patikyula kes weh dɛn tɔk bɔt insai dis buk, yu kin tayp di kes
in nem na di Intanɛt sach bɔks ɛn yu go ebul fɔ si am.
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KƆNSTITYUSHƆN:
WETIN NA
KƆNSTITYUSHƆN?
Bɔku kɔntri na di wɔl, jɔs lɛk Salon, gɛt
kɔnstityushɔn. Insai dɛn kɔntri dɛn de, di
kɔnstityushɔn na di lɔ weh ay pas ɔl di ɔda lɔ dɛn
na di land: Dat min se ɛni lɔ na di kɔntri, ɛn ɛnitin
weh di gɔvmɛnt de du na dat kɔntri de fɔ fala di
kɔnstityushɔn na di kɔntri. Kɔnstityushɔn dɛn de
mek wi no uskayn wok da kɔntri in gɔvmɛnt fɔ du,
ɛn aw i fɔ du am. Dɛn de mek wi no bak di rayt dɛn
weh di pipul dɛn na di kɔntri gɛt. Dɔn, dɛn de tɔk
bɔt aw gɔvmɛnt ɔganayzeshɔn dɛn lɛk polis, kɔt
dɛn, palimɛnt ɛn di prɛsidɛnt fɔ wok. Ɔl wetin wi
de tɔk bɔt na ya, na fɔ Salon ɛn di wok weh di
Kɔnstityushɔn de du na di kɔntri.

Kɔnstityushɔn dɛn kin sho klia wan aw di pipul dɛn want di kɔntri fɔ tan. Dɛn de sho uskayn
prɔblɛm dɛn di kɔntri bin de gɛt traday, ɛn wetin ɛn wetin dɛn go want fɔ apin na di kɔntri
tumara bambai. Di Kɔnstityushɔn na Salon de sho klia wan di tin dɛn weh impɔtant to Salon
pipul dɛn, ɛn wetin di Gɔvmɛnt fɔ du fɔ mek dɛn tin dɛn de apin. Na di tin dɛn weh bin dɔn
apin na di kɔntri traday de mek dɛn want dɛn tin dɛn ya.
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AW DI TIN DƐN WEH BIN DƆN APIN
TRADAY GƐT FƆ  DU WIT SALON
KƆNSTITYUSHƆN
Salon bin dɔn kɔmɔt ɔnda di tɛm weh na wan pɔsin nɔmɔ bin de rul fɔ lɔng tɛm. Dat
tɛm de Salon pipul dɛn bin de sɔfa ɔnda gɔvmɛnt weh bin de ambɔg dɛn rayt dɛn,
ɛn bɔku pipul dɛn bin day weh wɔ bin de na di kɔntri. 

Weh dɛn bin stat bak fɔ fala di Kɔnstityushɔn weh dɛn bin mek insai 1991, dɛn bin
want fɔ mek shɔ se nɔto wan pɔsin nɔmɔ ɔ nɔto sojaman dɛn nɔmɔ fɔ rul na Salon.

Yu kin si dɛn tin dɛn ya frɔm di weh aw di Kɔnstityushɔn sho sɔm impɔtant
prinsipul dɛn insai Chapta 2 weh gɛt di taytul, 'Fundamental Principles of State

Policy'. Dɛn prinsipul dɛn ya na:

Salon na gɔvmɛnt weh de fala prinsipul dɛn bɔt Fridɔm, Dɛmɔkrasi, ɛn Jɔstis

Na Salon pipul dɛn de gi pawa to ɔl di wan dɛn weh gɛt sɔntin fɔ du wit di lɔ ɛn
pɔlitiks;

Di wok weh di gɔvmɛnt gɛt na fɔ mek shɔ se Salon pipul dɛn sef, dɛn gɛt pis ɛn
dɛn gɛt wetin dɛn nid fɔ liv. Di Polis ɛn Sojaman dɛn, wit ɔda wan dɛn, gɛt di

wok fɔ protɛkt Salon pipul dɛn;

Di wan dɛn weh gɛt sɔntin fɔ du wit di lɔ ɛn pɔlitiks fɔ yuz am di weh aw di
Kɔnstityushɔn se dɛn fɔ yuz am;

Di Gɔvmɛnt fɔ protɛkt ɛn tinap fɔ di fridɔm weh pɔsin gɛt, mek pipul dɛn fala di
lɔ, ɛn mek shɔ se Gɔvmɛnt savis dɛn de wok fayn;

Nɔbɔdi nɔ fɔ tɛk wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin bikɔs ɔf di sai weh dɛn bɔn am,
wetin bin apin di tɛm dɛn bɔn am, if in na man ɔ uman, us rilijɔn i de, us

pozishɔn i gɛt na layf, us trayb i kɔmɔt ɔ us langwehj i de tok;

Di Gɔvmɛnt fɔ no se ɔlman fɔ gɛt rɛspɛkt, ɛn dɛn fɔ kɔntinyu fɔ mek ɔlman gɛt
rɛspɛkt ɛn fil impɔtant.
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DI ISTRI BƆT DI
KƆNSTITYUSHƆ
N NA SALON

Pan ɔl weh di pipul dɛn na Salon bin gladi fɔ de fɔ dɛnsɛf, di pɔlitiks biznɛs da tɛm de bin
mek tin nɔ izi fɔ dɛn. I nɔ tu te, dɛn bigin fɔ tink se gɔvmɛnt na Salon fɔ bi wan man yon,
usai na wangren pɔsin nɔmɔ fɔ de rul, dɛn nɔ gri fɔ lɛ dɛmɔkrasi de, ɛn di sojaman dɛn
bigin fɔ put an pan pɔlitiks biznɛs. Dis bin mek dɛn lɛf di tin dɛn weh dɛn bin want fɔ
apin na di kɔntri weh dɛn bin rayt na di 'Independence Constitution', ɛn di gri weh di
politikal pati dɛn nɔ bin de gri fɔ dɛnsɛf bin mek di kɔntri ɛn di gɔvmɛnt nɔ go bifo.

Insai 1971, dɛn bin mek wan nyu kɔnstityushɔn weh ambɔg dɛmɔkrasi ɛn ridyus di rayt
weh Salon pipul dɛn fɔ gɛt. Insai 1978, dɛn bin mek wan ɔda kɔnstityushɔn na di kɔntri
weh ambɔg dɛmɔkrasi mɔ ɛn mɔ. Dis nyu kɔnstityushɔn bin alaw wan pati nɔmɔ fɔ de na
pawa, ɛn na di All People's Congress pati nɔmɔ dɛn bin gri fɔ. Dat bin mek di pipul dɛn na
Salon nɔ gɛt pɔsin weh go tinap fɔ dɛn weh pɔsin de mek dɛn sɔfa. Frɔm di let 1980,
pipul dɛn insai di kɔntri ɛn ɔda kɔntri dɛn bin tray fɔ fos di gɔvmɛnt fɔ mek sɔm chenj
dɛn na di kɔntri. Weh min se dɛmɔkrasi fɔ kam bak ɛn nɔto wan pati nɔmɔ fɔ de na di
kɔntri. Pantap dat, dɛn bin tɔk se dɛn fɔ rayt nyu kɔnstityushɔn, ɛn dis Kɔnstityushɔn fɔ
protɛkt dɛmɔkrasi ɛn di rayt dɛn weh di pipul dɛn na Salon fɔ gɛt. Insai 1991, bɔku pipul
dɛn na Salon vot se dɛn gri fɔ dis nyu kɔnstityushɔn. Bɔt dis nyu kɔnstityushɔn nɔ bin
ebul fɔ ol wata bikɔs sojaman dɛn bin dɔn ovatro di gɔvmɛnt. So dat bin mek di National
Provisional Ruling Council stat fɔ rul di kɔntri ɛn mek dɛn yon lɔ dɛn. Na so tin bin de apin
te insai 1996 weh dɛn briŋ bak di 1991 Kɔnstityushɔn. Dis bin mek dɛn gɛt difrɛn
politikal pati dɛn bak ɛn dɛn gri fɔ lɛ dɛn ol ilɛkshɔn. Frɔm 1996, dɛn bin gri fɔ ol
ilɛkshɔn afta ɛvri 5 ia fɔ pik di Prɛsidɛnt ɛn di wan dɛn weh go de na Palimɛnt. Dɛn
protɛkt di rayt weh ɔlman gɛt fɔ vot weh dɛn pas 18 ia, ɛn mek shɔ se di nɔmba ɔf pipul
dɛn weh go de na Palimɛnt fɔ ɛni pati go ikwal to ɔmɔs vot da pati gɛt.

Salon kɔmɔt ɔnda Briten insai Epril 27, 1961, ɛn i bigin fɔ de fɔ insɛf. Dat na impɔtant
det insai di kɔntri in istri. Weh Salon kɔmɔt ɔnda Britɛn, dat mek di pawa go to di pipul
dɛn, ɛn dat bin gi Salon pipul dɛn di pawa fɔ disaid wetin gɛt fɔ apin to dɛn tumara
bambay. Weh di pipul dɛn na Salon bin stat fɔ de fɔ dɛnsɛf, i min se nɔbɔdi nɔ fɔ kam
ambɔg di weh aw dɛn de rul. Dis na di fɔs tɛm weh di pipul dɛn na Salon bin gɛt di rayt
fɔ disaid fɔ dɛnsɛf wetin go apin na dɛn kɔntri. Weh dɛn bin gɛt dis nyu rayt fɔ de fɔ
dɛnsɛf, dɛn bin ebul fɔ stat wan gɔvmɛnt fɔ rul dɛn, dɛn bin ebul fɔ mek palimɛnt, pik
wan praym minista, ɛn mek lɔ dɛn. Weh Salon bigin fɔ de fɔ dɛnsɛf, dɛn bin gɛt dɛn yon
kɔnstityushɔn, weh dɛn kɔl 'Independence Constitution'.

5



Insai 2017, Kofi Annan
weh na bin Sɛktri
Jɛnɛral fɔ di United
Nations, tɔk se 

      Di men tin insai
dɛmɔkrasi na di rayt weh di
pipul dɛn gɛt pan pɔlitiks fɔ
pik pɔsin fɔ tinap fɔ dɛn, ɛn
fɔ abop pan wetin di wan dɛn
weh de rul dɔn disaid.
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Afta lɔng tɛm weh na wan pɔsin nɔmɔ bin de rul, di 1991 Kɔnstityushɔn bin tray fɔ briŋ
bak dɛmɔkrasi ɛn mek pipul dɛn fala di lɔ dɛn na di kɔntri. Wan impɔtant pat pan dis
Kɔnstityushɔn na fɔ mek shɔ se ɔlman ansa to di lɔ. Dis de ɛp di pipul dɛn na Salon fɔ
mek pɔlitishian dɛn ansa fɔ wetin dɛn de du, ɛn mek shɔ se di gɔvmɛnt du wetin i prɔmis
fɔ du insai di kɔnstityushɔn weh se, "di pipul dɛn na Salon gɛt di rayt fɔ de fɔ dɛnsɛf ɛn
dis Kɔnstityushɔn dɔn gi di Gɔvmɛnt ɔl di pawa, di rayt fɔ disaid, ɛn na di pipul dɛn dɔn
gri fɔ dɛn", (sɛkshɔn 2(a) na di Kɔnstityushɔn).

Wetin mek di 1991 Kɔnstityushɔn impɔtant?

KES STƆDI: ƆLMAN FƆ DE ƆNDA DI KƆNSTITYUSHƆN
Ɔlman, ivin di Prɛsidɛnt sɛf, go ansa fɔ wetin dɛn de du

Sɛkshɔn 48(4) na di Kɔnstityushɔn de protɛkt di Prɛsidɛnt fɔ mek dɛn nɔ kɛr am go na
kɔt weh i stil de na pawa. Insai 1996, wan kes weh dɛn kɔl Ahmed Tejan-Kabba v
Firetex Company SL Ltd bin kam bifo di Apil Kɔt. Dɛn kam wit dis kes fɔ no if, pan ɔl
weh dɛn nɔ kin kɛr di prɛsidɛnt go na kɔt weh i stil de na pawa, if dɛn go du dat afta i
dɔn dɔn fɔ rul. Di Apil Kɔt bin disaid se dɛn kin kɛr prɛsidɛnt dɛn go na kɔt afta dɛn
dɔn kɔmɔt na pawa. Semwehso insai 2023, di Apil Kɔt bin disaid di sem tin fɔ di kes
weh dɛn kɔl The State v Ernest Bai Koroma. Ɔlman de ansa to di lɔ, nɔbɔdi nɔ pas di lɔ.

Pan ɔl weh di Kɔnstityushɔn gɛt bɔku impɔtant tin dɛn weh de insai de, ɛn dɛn bin wok
tranga wan fɔ rayt am, dat nɔ min se dɛn nɔ go ɛva chenj am. In fakt, di Kɔnstityushɔn
insɛf sɛf tɔk bɔt weh dɛn aw fɔ chenj am. Pan ɔl weh dɛn kin chenj di Kɔnstityushɔn, i
nɔ kin izi fɔ du am. Bɔku rizin dɛn de weh mek i nɔ kin izi. Wan pan dɛn rizin dɛn de na
bikɔs dɛn want fɔ stɔp pipul dɛn weh gɛt pawa insai di gɔvmɛnt fɔ lɛ dɛn nɔ chenj di
Kɔnstityushɔn fɔ bɛnifit dɛnsɛf ɛn di wan dɛn weh de sɔpɔt dɛn. Fɔ chenj di
Kɔnstityushɔn kin at mɔ weh i kam pan impɔtant pat dɛn weh de insai di Kɔnstityushɔn.
Ɛnitɛm dɛn want fɔ chenj am, dɛn fɔ gi di pipul dɛn di chans fɔ vot if dɛn gri ɔ dɛn nɔ gri
fɔ di chenj.
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Afta dɛn sain di Lomé Peace Agreement insai 1999 ɛn gri fɔ lɛ di wɔ dɔn, pipul dɛn bin
tɔk se dɛn fɔ luk di Kɔnstityushɔn bak. Na di Lomé Peace Agreement weh dɛn sain bin
fɔs tɔk dat. Leta, dɛn bin mek wan ɔganayzeshɔn weh dɛn kɔl di Truth and Reconciliation
Commission fɔ fɛnɔt wetin mek di wɔ stat, aw di wɔ bin tan, ɛn di bad bad tin dɛn weh
dɛn bin du insai di wɔ. Dis ɔganayzeshɔn bin want bak fɔ mek dɛn chenj sɔm tin dɛn na
di kɔnstityushɔn fɔ mek shɔ se pis ɛn dɛmɔkrasi de. Fɔ mek shɔ se dɛn go ebul no wetin
ɔlman na Salon tink, di Constitutional Review Committee bin gɛt bɔku advays weh kɔmɔt
ɔlsai frɔm di pipul dɛn ɛn ɔda stekolda dɛn. Dɛn go kɔntinyu fɔ du dis insai di ia dɛn
weh go kam. Te da tɛm de rich, di 1991 Kɔnstityushɔn go stil de ɛn i go bi di
fawndeshɔn fɔ di lɔ dɛn na Salon, ɛn di rayt dɛn weh di pipul dɛn na Salon kin tɔk se
dɛn want fɔ gɛt.

Wan man weh dɛn kɔl Babtunde
Ahonsi weh de wok na di United
Nations bin tɔk se 

                             Fɔ luk di kɔnstityushɔn
bak na chans fɔ rili protɛkt di rayt
weh mɔtalman gɛt na di kɔntri ɛn fɔ
go bifo bay weh dɛn de mek chenj
dɛn pan di weh aw dɛn de ol
ilɛkshɔn...Fɔ rayt nyu kɔnstityushɔn
gɛt fɔ bi wan big big wok.
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        "Ɔl di pat dɛn na di Gɔvmɛnt ɛn ɔl di wan dɛn weh gɛt pawa fɔ mek lɔ dɛn, fɔ     
         mek shɔ se ɔlman obe di lɔ dɛn, ɛn di wan dɛn weh de jɔj di pipul dɛn weh de
        pwɛl di lɔ, fɔ de ɔnda wetin dɛn rayt na Chapta 2 na di Kɔnstityushɔn weh gɛt
        di taytul: "Fundamental Principles of State Policy)".

Dis min se paopa ɔlman weh gɛt pawa insai di gɔvmɛnt fɔ obe wetin dɛn rayt na di
Kɔnstityushɔn. Dis Kɔnstityushɔn de mek pipul dɛn weh gɛt bɔku pawa na Salon nɔ
gɛt rayt fɔ du ɔl wetin dɛn want fɔ du, ivin di Prɛsidɛnt, gɔvmɛnt minista dɛn,
Palimɛnt, jɔj dɛn, polis dɛn ɛn sojaman dɛn. Dis min se ɔl wetin de apin na Salon fɔ
gri wit wetin dɛn rayt na di Kɔnstityushɔn. Dɔn bak, i min se ɔlman, ivin di
Gɔvmɛnt, fɔ du ɔl wetin dɛn rayt na di Kɔnstityushɔn, ɛn dɛn nɔ fɔ du wetin di
Kɔnstityushɔn tɔk se dɛn nɔ fɔ du.

      

WETIN DE INSAI DI KƆNSTITYUSHƆN?
Ɔlman, ilɛksɛf aw dɛn jɛntri ɔ ɔmɔs pawa dɛn gɛt, fɔ de ɔnda di Kɔnstityushɔn ɛn
gɛt rɛspɛkt fɔ ɔda pipul dɛn rayt. Sɛkshɔn 4 na di Kɔnstityushɔn rayt bɔt aw pipul
dɛn rayt rili impɔtant weh i se:

Kɔnstityushɔn dɛn de sho klia wan wetin ɛn wetin impɔtant to di pipul dɛn na di kɔntri.
Di Kɔnstityushɔn na Salon de sho klia wan aw di pipul dɛn na Salon want lɛ di kɔntri
tan:
          “Sɛkshɔn 5
         (1) Salon na Gɔvmɛnt weh dɛn mek fɔ fala advays bɔt Fridɔm, Dɛmɔkrasi, ɛn
              Jɔstis;

         (2) So na dat mek wi tɔk se 
              a. di pipul dɛn na Salon gɛt di rayt fɔ de fɔ dɛnsɛf ɛn di Kɔnstityushɔn dɔn gi di 
              Gɔvmɛnt ɔl in pawa, rayt fɔ disaid, ɛn na di pipul dɛn dɔn gri fɔ dɛn.
              b. di Gɔvmɛnt gɛt di wok, ɛn i de fɔ mek ɔlman na Salon sef, gɛt pis, ɛn wetin 
              dɛn nid fɔ liv. Na dat mek Sojaman dɛn, Polis dɛn, Pipul dɛn insai di Gɔvmɛnt, 
              ɛn ɔl di wan dɛn weh gɛt di wok fɔ ol pipul dɛn wit tu an fɔ protɛkt di pipul dɛn 
              na Salon.”

Di Kɔnstityushɔn, weh ɔlman dɔn gri fɔ, de gi ɔl di pipul dɛn insai di gɔvmɛnt na
Salon, ɛn ivin di Prɛsidɛnt di pawa weh dɛn fɔ gɛt. 

Di Kɔnstityushɔn na Salon gɛt 14 Chapta dɛn. Ɛni chapta gɛt fɔ du wit difrɛn tin
dɛn bɔt layf ɛn aw di gɔvmɛnt fɔ wok na di kɔntri.
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Chapta 1 – The Republic of Sierra Leone
(Ripɔblik ɔf Salon)
Chapta 2 – Fundamental Principles of
State Policy (Impɔtant Prinsipul dɛn na di
Gɔvmɛnt Plan) 
Chapta 3 – The Recognition and Protection
of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms of
the Individual (Fɔ No ɛn Protɛkt di
Impɔtant Rayt ɛn Fridɔm weh Mɔtɔlman ɛn
Pɔsin Gɛt) 
Chapta 4 – The Representation of the
People (Udat Tinap fɔ di Pipul Dɛn)
Chapta 5 – The Executive (Di Wan dɛn
weh de Mek Ɔlman Obe di Lɔ)

   - Pat 1 – Di Prɛsidɛnt
   - Pat 2 – Executive Powers (Di Pawa weh di     
     Wan dɛn weh de Mek Ɔlman Obe di Lɔ Gɛt)

Chapta 6 – The Legislature (Di Wan dɛn
weh de Mek di Lɔ)

DI KƆNSTITYUSHƆN
NA SALON
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       - Pat 1 – Composition of Parliament (Udat    
          de insai di Palimɛnt)
       - Pat 2 – Summoning, Prorogation and 
          Dissolution (Di wan dɛn weh de Kɔl, Put 
          na Kɔna, ɛn Skata di Palimɛnt)

Pat 3 – Procedure of Parliament (Aw
Palimɛnt de Wok)
Pat 4 – Responsibilities, Privileges and
Immunities (Wok, Ɔnɔ ɛn Protɛkshɔn Dɛn)
Pat 5 – Legislation and Procedure in
Parliament (Lɔ dɛn ɛn Aw fɔ Mek Lɔ dɛn na
Palimɛnt)
Pat 6 – Finance (Mɔni Biznɛs)
Chapta 7 – The Judiciary (Jɔj ɛn Kɔt Dɛn)

   - Pat 1 – The Superior Court of Judicature (Di    
      Trayal Kɔt ɔf Jɔstis)
   - Pat 2 – The Supreme Court (Di Kɔt weh Ay 
     Pas Ɔl)
   - Pat 3 – Court of Appeal (Di Apil Kɔt)

      - Pat 4 – The High Court of Justice (Di Ay
         Kɔt ɔf Jɔstis)
      - Pat 5 – Appointment of Judges etc (Fɔ Pik  
        Jɔj dɛn, ɛn ɔda wan Dɛn)

Chapta 8 – The Ombudsman (Di Wan weh
de Tinap ɛn Protɛkt Pipul dɛn Rayt)
Chapta 9 – Commissions of Inquiry (Kɔmiti
weh Pipul dɛn kin Aks Kwɛstyɔn Dɛn) 
Chatpta 10 – The Public Service (Savis dɛn
weh de Sɔpɔt di Gɔvmɛnt)

   - Pat 1 – The Public Service Commission   
    (Kɔmiti fɔ Savis dɛn weh de Sɔpɔt di Gɔvmɛnt)
   - Pat 2 – The Police Force (Polis Dɛn)
   - Pat 3 – Resignations, Re-Appointments, and 
     Protection of Pension Rights of Public 
     Officers holding Established Offices (Fɔ Lɛf
     Wok, Pik Pɔsin Bak, ɛn Protɛkt Pɛnshɔn Rayt 
      dɛn fɔ Pipul dɛn weh de Insai di Gɔvmɛnt)
   - Pat 4 – Powehr and Procedure of 
     Commissions and Councils, and Legal 

    - Proceedings (Kɔmiti ɛn Kansul dɛn Wok ɛn  
      di Pawa weh dɛn Gɛt, Kɔt Kes Dɛn)

Chapta 11 – The Armed Forces (Sojaman
Dɛn)
Chapta 12 – The Laws of Sierra Leone (Lɔ
dɛn na Salon)
Chapta 13 – Miscellaneous (Ɔda Tin Dɛn)
Chapta 14 – Transitional Provisions (Aw Fɔ
Chenj Tin Dɛn)



Dɛn taytul dɛn ya weh kɔmɔt na difrɛn chapta dɛn na di Kɔnstityushɔn, de sho aw di
Kɔnstityushɔn de afɛkt pipul dɛn layf na Salon, ɛn fɔ mek shɔ se di tin weh impɔtant
pas ɔl na dat di gɔvmɛnt go mek "ɔlman na Salon go sef, gɛt pis, ɛn gɛt wetin dɛn nid fɔ
liv." Dɔn bak, i mek dɛn no se "di pipul dɛn na Salon gɛt di rayt fɔ de fɔ dɛnsɛf ɛn di
Kɔnstityushɔn dɔn gi di Gɔvmɛnt ɔl in pawa, rayt fɔ disaid, ɛn na di pipul dɛn dɔn gri fɔ
dɛn." Pan ɔl weh ɔltin weh de na di Kɔnstityushɔn impɔtant, dis buk go tɔk mɔ bɔt
Chapta 3, The Recognition and Protection of Fundamental Rights and Freedoms of the
Individual. Dis chapta de sho klia wan bɔku pan di rayt dɛn ɛn fridɔm weh di pipul dɛn
na Salon gɛt. If yu go lɛk fɔ rid ɔda chapta dɛn na di Kɔnstityushɔn, yu kin go na ya fɔ
rid di wanol Constitution: https://www.parliament.gov.sl/constitution-of-sierra-
leone.html
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Di Kɔnstityushɔn na Salon no se bɔku tɛm, kɔntri dɛn kin gɛt prɔblɛm weh wan pɔsin ɔ
ɔganayzeshɔn gɛt pawa pasmak. Na dis prɔblɛm Salon sɛf bin gɛt traday Weh pipul dɛn
gɛt pasmak pawa, i izi fɔ lɛ dɛn yuz dɛn pawa di rɔng weh, ɛn ambɔg pipul dɛn rayt na di
kɔntri. Weh wan pɔsin ɔ wan ɔganayzeshɔn gɛt pasmak pawa, i nɔ izi fɔ lɛ ɔda pipul dɛn
mek i lɛf fɔ yuz in pawa di rɔng weh. Wan weh aw di Kɔnstityushɔn de mek shɔ se pɔsin
insai di gɔvmɛnt, ɔ di gɔvmɛnt insɛf sɛf, nɔ yuz dɛn pawa di rɔng weh, na bay weh dɛn
de sheb di pawa to tri difrɛn pat dɛn insai di gɔvmɛnt. 

Di gɔvmɛnt gɛt tri pat dɛn, ɔl di pat dɛn gɛt sɔm pawa frɔm di Gɔvmɛnt, bɔt nɔn pan dɛn
nɔ gɛt ɔl di pawa:

The Legislature 
(Chapta 6 na di Kɔnstityushɔn), dis na di Spika ɔf Palimɛnt ɛn di wan
dɛn weh de insai Palimɛnt. Na dɛn de mek di lɔ dɛn. Di Prɛsidɛnt bak
de insai di Palimɛnt.

DIFRƐN WOK WEH DI TRI PAT DƐN
NA DI GƆVMƐNT GƐT

The Judiciary 
(Chapta 7 na di Kɔnstityushɔn), dis na di Sɔprim Kɔt na Salon, di Apil
Kɔt, di Ay Kɔt ɔf Jɔstis, jɔj dɛn, ɛn majistret dɛn weh de disaid bɔt kes
dɛn ɛn ɛksplen di lɔ. Na di Chif ɔf Jɔstis de oba dɛn.

The Executive 
(Chapta 5 na di Kɔnstityushɔn) de mek di lɔ dɛn bigin wok ɛn mek
shɔ se pipul dɛn obe di lɔ. Na di Prɛsidɛnt, weh na di Ɛd ɔf Gɔvmɛnt,
gɛt dis wok. Di Prɛsidɛnt gɛt di rayt fɔ gi dis wok to ɔda pipul dɛn lɛk
di Vays Prɛsidɛnt, Minista ɔ Dɛpiti Minista weh na pat pan di wan
dɛn weh de mek ɔlman obe di lɔ.
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KES STƆDI: ƐNI WAN PAN DI TRI PAT DƐN NA DI GƆVMƐNT NID FƆ DU DƐN
YON WOK

Di Kɔt dɛn gɛt di pawa fɔ mek pipul dɛn obe di lɔ, bɔt na Palimɛnt nɔmɔ kin
chenj di lɔ

Di Kɔnstityushɔn nɔ tɔk se dɛn nɔ fɔ sɛntɛns pɔsin fɔ day. Pantap dat, di rayt fɔ gɛt
layf de alaw fɔ mek dɛn sɛntɛns pɔsin fɔ day, ɛn di kɔt dɛn na Salon bin gɛt di rayt fɔ
sɛntɛns pɔsin fɔ day if dɛn si se i gilti fɔ sɔm patikyula kraym dɛn lɛk weh pɔsin yuz
wɛpɔn ɔ wund pɔsin fɔ tif am, weh pɔsin kil, weh pɔsin kɔmɔt biɛn di gɔvmɛnt, ɛn
weh pɔsin nɔ gri fɔ tek kɔntrol. Pan ɔl weh dɛn nɔ bin kil pɔsin na Salon frɔm 1998,
dɛn bin sɛntɛns bɔku pipul dɛn fɔ day. Di Jɔj ɛn Kɔt dɛn weh gɛt di wok fɔ mek pipul
dɛn obe di lɔ ɛn ɛp fɔ ɛksplen am nɔ bin ebul fɔ chenj di lɔ. If di jɔj dɛnsɛf sɛf bin
want fɔ chenj di lɔ, Palimɛnt go nid fɔ pul di lɔ fɔ sɛntɛns pɔsin fɔ day. Na dat bin
apin nsai 2021. Di Palimɛnt na Salon bin yuz in pawa fɔ mek lɔ weh bin pul di lɔ fɔ
sɛntɛns pɔsin fɔ day. 

Dɛn kɔl dis di 'difrɛn wok weh di tri pat dɛn na di gɔvmɛnt gɛt'. Dis min se ɔl di tri pat
dɛn na di gɔvmɛnt fɔ de fɔ dɛnsɛf, ɛn dɛn ɔl tri impɔtant. Dɛn fɔ chɛk dɛnsɛf ɛn nɔn pan
dɛn, ilɛksɛf na pɔsin ɔ wan pat pan di gɔvmɛnt, nɔ fɔ du wetin dɛn want bikɔs di ɔda pat
dɛn gɛt di pawa fɔ mek dɛn lɛf fɔ yuz dɛn pawa di rɔng weh. Di difrɛn wok weh di tri pat
dɛn na di gɔvmɛnt gɛt rili impɔtant fɔ protɛkt ɔlman in rayt. Impɔtant rizin dɛn de bɔku
tɛm fɔ mek pipul dɛn weh gɛt pawa ansa fɔ wetin dɛn de du. Dis buk go sho sɔm
ɛgzampul dɛn bɔt aw di Gɔvmɛnt bin gɛt fɔ ansa to di pipul dɛn. 

Di difrɛn wok dɛn weh di tri pat dɛn na di gɔvmɛnt gɛt nɔ min se dɛn gɛt di rayt fɔ du
ɔltin. Fɔ ɛgzampul, di Kɔnstityushɔn de alaw di Prɛsidɛnt fɔ pik di jɔj dɛn ɛn di Chif ɔf
Jɔstis na di Sɔprim Kɔt ɛn di Trayal Kɔt dɛn, bɔt na di Palimɛnt fɔ gri fɔ dɛn. Sɔntɛm dis
go mek i nɔ izi fɔ lɛ di jɔj dɛn ebul fɔ de fɔ dɛnsɛf, ɛn sɔm pipul dɛn na Salon go wɔri se
dis go ambɔg di wok weh di jɔj ɛn kɔt dɛn de du. Ɛn dat rili impɔtant bikɔs i go mek di
kɔt ebul fɔ mek di ɔda tu pat dɛn na di gɔvmɛnt ansa fɔ wetin dɛn de du. Fɔ mek di
difrɛn wok dɛn weh di tri pat dɛn na di gɔvmɛnt gɛt kɔmɔt fayn, ɛn fɔ mek dɛn nɔ gɛt
pasmak pawa, ɛni pat na di gɔvmɛnt nid fɔ de fɔ dɛnsɛf sɔm kayn weh.
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(CREDIT: Brian Harrington Spier )

Di Jɔj ɛn Kɔt dɛn gɛt impɔtant wok fɔ du fɔ protɛkt pipul dɛn rayt dɛn na Salon. Dɔn
bak, dɛn fɔ mek ɔlman na di kɔntri gɛt jɔstis. Ɔlman fɔ ebul fɔ gɛt jɔj ɔ majistret weh nɔ
de tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin ɛn weh de si ɔlman ikwal akɔdin to di lɔ fɔ yɛri dɛn
kes. 

Salon gɛt 5 difrɛn kɔt dɛn weh dɛn sheb to tu pat. Ɔl di kɔt dɛn gɛt difrɛn wok weh dɛn
de du fɔ mek jɔstis de. Ɔl di kɔt dɛn na di kɔntri de tray fɔ mek shɔ se dɛn sɛtul ɔl di
cham-mɔt kes dɛn kwik kwik wan ɛn fia wan. Dɛn gɛt di trayal kɔt dɛn, weh min di
Sɔprim Kɔt, di Apil Kɔt, ɛn di Ay Kɔt ɔf Jɔstis. Dɔn bak, di smɔl kɔt dɛn weh min di
Majistret Kɔt dɛn ɛn Lokal Kɔt dɛn.

AW DƐN ƆGANAYZ DI KƆT DƐN NA
SALON
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Di Sɔprim Kɔt na di kɔt weh ay pas ol na Salon, ɛn na
in nɔmɔ gɛt di rayt fɔ ansa kwɛstyɔn dɛn bɔt aw fɔ
ɔndastand di Kɔnstityushɔn. Dɔn bak, i de disaid if
pɔsin dɔn du sɔntin weh pas di pawa weh di
Kɔnstityushɔn se i fɔ gɛt. Di Sɔprim Kɔt kin yɛri apil
dɛn weh kɔmɔt na ɔda kɔt dɛn. Dis kɔt gɛt di rayt fɔ
disaid kes dɛn weh gɛt sɔntin fɔ du wit di
Kɔnstityushɔn. Dis min se pipul dɛn kin go na di
Sɔprim Kɔt if dɛn kes nid fɔ ɛksplen sɔntin weh gɛt fɔ
du wit di Kɔnstityushɔn.

Aw dɛn ɔganayz di kɔt dɛn na Salon

Di Apil Kɔt de lisin to kes dɛn nɔmɔ weh dɛn apil fɔ di Ay Kɔt ɔf Jɔstis ɔ weh kɔmɔt
ɔda kɔt dɛn na di kɔntri. Dis min se ɔl di kes dɛn na di Apil Kɔt bin gɛt fɔ de na ɔda
kɔt fɔs. Di Apil Kɔt kin yɛri kriminal ɛn sivul kes dɛn.

Di Ay Kɔt kin yɛri ɔl kriminal ɛn sivul kes dɛn. Ɛn bak i kin yɛri kes weh gɛt fɔ du wit
wok ɔ faktri cham-mɔt. Na di Ay Kɔt de kɔntrol ɔl di smɔl kɔt dɛn na Salon. I kin yɛri
kes dɛn weh dɛn apil na di lokal kɔt dɛn ɛn na di Majistret Kɔt dɛn, ɛn i kin yɛri nyu
kes dɛn bak. Di Ay Kɔt ɔf Jɔstis de na Fritɔŋ, Bo, Kɛnɛma, Makeni, Moyamba, Kɔnɔ,
ɛn Pot Lɔkɔ. Di Ay Kɔt ɔf Jɔstis gɛt sɔm spɛshal dipatmɛnt dɛn lɛk di Dipatmɛnt
Agɛns Kɔrɔpshɔn, Kriminal Dipatmɛnt, Sivul Dipatmɛnt, Faktri ɛn Pɛnshɔn Dipatmɛnt,
Famili Dipatmɛnt, Dipatmɛnt fɔ Kraym dɛn weh gɛt fɔ du wit Mami ɛn Dadi Biznɛs,
ɛn ɔda wan dɛn bak.

Majistret Kɔt dɛn de na ɔl di 16 distrikt dɛn na Salon. Majistret Kɔt dɛn kin yɛri
kriminal ɛn sivul kes dɛn, bɔt dɛn nɔ kin yɛri ɔlkayn kes dɛn. If cham-mɔt gɛt fɔ du wit
mɔni biznɛs weh pas NLE50,000 ɔ pɔsin dɔn kɔmit siriɔs kraym, di Majistret Kɔt nɔ
gɛt rayt fɔ yɛri da kayn kes de. Di Majistret Kɔt kin yɛri apil frɔm Lokal Kɔt dɛn.

Lokal Kɔt dɛn na Salon kin de na di prɔvins ɛn chifdɔm dɛn weh de insai di distrikt
dɛn. Ɛni Chifdɔm kin gɛt lɛk wan Lokal Kɔt, ɛn na 317 Lokal Kɔt dɛn de na di kɔntri.
Na di Paramɔnt Chif dɛn kin kɔntrol dɛn kɔt dɛn ya. Na dɛn nɔmɔ gɛt di rayt fɔ disaid
kes dɛn weh gɛt fɔ du wit di lɔ weh kɔmɔn na di eria, weh dɛn dɔn rayt na di Lokal
Kɔt Lɔ insai 1963. Na dɛn mɔ kin yɛri kes dɛn weh gɛt fɔ du wit dayvɔs, dɛt, udat gɛt
fɔ tek pawa, pipul dɛn weh nɔ biev lɛk aw dɛn fɔ biev na di eria, juju biznɛs, cham-
mɔt bɔt land, ɛn smɔl kraym dɛn.

Wetin na di difrɛns bitwin
sivul kes ɛn kriminal kes?
Kriminal kes dɛn na weh
dɛn tink se pɔsin pwɛl di lɔ.
Sivul kes dɛn kin bi weh
pipul dɛn gɛt cham-mɔt wit
dɛnsɛf ɔ ɔda ɔganayzeshɔn
dɛn weh gɛt fɔ du wit mɔni
biznɛs. 

15



Lokal Kɔt

Ay Kot

Apil Kot

Weh di Apil Kɔt dɔn
disaid kes, pɔsin kin
apil na di Di Sɔprim
Kɔt

Aw dɛn ɔganayz di kɔt dɛn
na Salon

Majistret
Kɔt

Sɔprim Kɔt

Weh di Ay Kɔt dɔn yɛri
kes, pɔsin kin apil na di
Apil Kɔt, ɛn afta dat i
go apil na di Sɔprim
Kɔt

Na di Lokal Kɔt fɔs di jɔj ɛn
kɔt dɛn kin yɛri bɔku cham-
mɔt kes dɛn weh gɛt fɔ du
wit di lɔ weh kɔmɔn na di
eria. Dɛn kɔt dɛn ya kin mek
am izi fɔ pipul dɛn fɔ rich de
ɛn dɛn nɔ de chaj di pipul
dɛn bɔku mɔni. Sɔm cham-
mɔt kes dɛn kin stat na di
Majistret Kɔt ɔ di Ay Kɔt. Di
fɔs tɛm dɛn kam wit kes, dɛn
nɔ kin kam wit am na di Apil
Kɔt, dis kɔt de yɛri apil dɛn
nɔmɔ.

Weh di Majistret Kɔt
dɔn yɛri kes ɛn di pɔsin
nɔ gladi fɔ wetin dɛn dɔn
disaid, i kin apil na di Ay
Kɔt.
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KES STƆDI: SALON WANT FƆ MEK ƆLMAN GƐT DƐN RAYT WEH MIN SE
SITIZƐN DƐN FƆ EBUL GO NA KƆT DƐN ƆLSAI NA DI WƆL

Di ECOWAS Kɔmyuniti Kɔt ɔf Jɔstis de protɛkt di rayt weh mɔtalman gɛt

Weh pɔsin fil se Salon dɔn pwɛl in rayt, i kin go na di ECOWAS Economic
Community of Wehst African States Kɔmyuniti Kɔt ɔf Jɔstis. Pan ɔl weh i nɔ izi fɔ lɛ
di pipul dɛn na Salon kɛr dɛn kes go na di ECOWAS Kɔmyuniti Kɔt ɔf Jɔstis, di
jɔjmɛnt dɛn weh di Kɔt de gi gɛt pawa na Salon. Ilɛksɛf i nɔ izi fɔ kɛr kes dɛn go na
di ECOWAS Kɔt, i impɔtant fɔ du so bikɔs ɔf di pawa weh di kɔt gɛt. 

Insai 2019, wan kes bin kam weh sho aw impɔtant di Kɔt bi ɛn aw dɛn de protɛkt
pipul dɛn rayt dɛn, dat na Women Against Violence and Exploitation in Society v The
Republic of Sierra Leone. Insai dis kes, di ECOWAS Kɔt bin protɛkt yɔŋ uman dɛn
rayt fɔ go na skul ɛn nɔ alaw dɛn fɔ tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin. Di kes bin gɛt
fɔ du wit aw dɛn bin de trit skulpikin dɛn weh de pan bɛlɛ. Dɛn bin fos dɛn fɔ go na
spɛshal skul dɛn weh nɔ de lan bɛtɛ ɛn weh nɔ gɛt ɔda tin dɛn weh skulpikin dɛn nid.
Pipul dɛn weh bin de na di Gɔvmɛnt bin tɔk se dɛn du am fɔ mek di gyalpikin dɛn
weh de pan bɛlɛ nɔ afɛkt dɛn kɔmpin dɛn fɔ du bad. Di ECOWAS Kɔt bin disaid se di
sɛn weh dɛn de sɛn pikin dɛn weh de pan bɛlɛ fɔ go ɔda skul dɔn sho se dɛn de tek
wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin, ɛn i pwɛl dɛn rayt fɔ go na skul. Afta di Kɔt disaid dat,
i nɔ tu te, di Gɔvmɛnt na Salon bin chenj dis lɔ ɛn dɛn bin gri fɔ alaw gyalpikin dɛn
weh de pan bɛlɛ fɔ lɛf na dɛn skul. Dɔn, dɛn stat sɔm nyu program dɛn fɔ sɔpɔt buk
lanin fɔ gyalpikin dɛn.

(CREDIT: UNICEF)
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ƐGZAMPUL
Rayt kin min se di Gɔvmɛnt gɛt fɔ du sɔntin:

"A gɛt di rayt fɔ gɛt fia trayal."

Weh pɔsin gɛt di rayt fɔ gɛt fia trayal, i min se di gɔvmɛnt fɔ du ɔl wetin i ebul du
fɔ mek jɔstis de. Fɔ kriminal kes dɛn, i min se di pɔsin gɛt di rayt fɔ tɔk se i nɔ du
bad ɛn dɛn fɔ biliv am, i gɛt di rayt fɔ sɛt mɔt, di rayt fɔ mek di trayal stat kwik wan,
ɛn fɔ gɛt lɔya ɛn ɔda tin dɛn. Di Gɔvmɛnt fɔ mek shɔ se ɔlman gɛt ɔl dɛn tin dɛn ya
weh dɛn de pan trayal na kɔt. Di gɔvmɛnt fɔ mek shɔ se polis de fɔ fɛnɔt bɔt kes
dɛn, lɔya dɛn de fɔ kɛr di kes dɛn go kwik kwik wan na kɔt, ɛn jɔj ɛn kɔt dɛn de weh
de wok fayn so dat dɛn go yɛri ɛn disaid di kes kwik ɛn fia wan.

Ɔ, sɔntɛm di Gɔvmɛnt nɔ fɔ du sɔntin:

"A gɛt di rayt fɔ lɛ dɛn nɔ mek a sɔfa."

Di Gɔvmɛnt nɔ fɔ mek ɛnibɔdi sɔfa ɛn i fɔ mek shɔ se nɔbɔdi nɔ de na di kɔntri weh
de mek ɔda pɔsin sɔfa.

Ɔlman in rayt na wan impɔtant pat insai di Kɔnstityushɔn na Salon. Insai di
Kɔnstityushɔn na Chapta 3, weh gɛt di taytul The Recognition and Protection of
Fundamental Rights and Freedoms of the Individual, i tɔk bɔku bɔt dɛn rayt dɛn de. 

Wetin na rayt?
Rayt na 'sɔntin weh yu fɔ gɛt akɔdin to di lɔ'. Na sɔntin weh pɔsin kin tɔk se i want fɔ
gɛt. Di rayt weh mɔtalman gɛt na wan kayn rayt, ɛn na sɔntin weh ɔl mɔtalman gɛt bikɔs
dɛn na mɔtalman. Mɔtalman rayt kin min se di gɔvmɛnt nɔ fɔ ambɔg pɔsin in layf. Fɔ
ɛgzampul, di gɔvmɛnt nɔ fɔ ambɔg pɔsin in prayvasi, ɔ i kin bi se pɔsin gɛt rayt fɔ aks
gɔvmɛnt fɔ du sɔntin fɔ am lɛk weh i kam pan wɛlbɔdi biznɛs. 

WETIN NA RAYT DƐN ƐN AW DƐN GO
BƐNIFIT YU?
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Weh kɔntri dɛn gɛt kɔnstityushɔn fɔ protɛkt mɔtalman rayt dɛn, i de sho se dɛn want fɔ
de biɛn dɛn pipul dɛn ɛn dɛn gri fɔ ansa fɔ wetin dɛn de du. Fɔ protɛkt mɔtalman rayt
dɛn min se dɛn fɔ mek shɔ se pipul dɛn ɛn kɔmyuniti dɛn na di kɔntri ebul fɔ protɛkt
dɛnsɛf frɔm wetin ɔda pipul dɛn de du, ilɛksɛf di gɔvmɛnt ɔ ɔda pipul dɛn de trɛtin dɛn.
Ɔlman na Salon gɛt rayt dɛn. Dɛn rayt dɛn ya na sɔntin weh wi fɔ gɛt bikɔs wi na
mɔtalman dɛn, bɔt di Kɔnstityushɔn de prɔmis dɛn rayt dɛn ya fɔ Salon pipul dɛn. Di
pipul dɛn bak gɛt fɔ du sɔntin. Na pawpa se ɔlman fɔ rɛspɛkt ɔda pipul dɛn rayt, ɛn
ɔlman fɔ obe wetin de insai di kɔnstityushɔn na dɛn layf.
  
Dɛn nɔ fɔ sheb di rayt dɛn, dɛn ɔl gɛt sɔntin fɔ du wit dɛnsɛf

Difrɛn rayt dɛn de na di Kɔnstityushɔn lɛk di rayt fɔ gɛt layf, di rayt fɔ gɛt yu prayvasi,
ɛn di rayt fɔ tɔk ɛn rayt wetin yu tink. Nɔn pan dɛn rayt dɛn ya impɔtant pas di ɔda wan
dɛn. Ɔl di rayt dɛn impɔtant fɔ mek pipul dɛn gɛt rɛspɛkt na dɛn layf, na dat mek ɔl di
rayt dɛn ikwal.
 
Dɛn de go togɛda lɛk wan gem weh dɛn kɔl pɔzul. Di rayt dɛn gɛt sɔntin fɔ du wit
dɛnsɛf, if nɔto dat dɛn nɔ go wok. Dɛn dɔn mek di rayt dɛn na di Kɔnstityushɔn so dat
ɔlman na Salon go gɛt rɛspɛkt na dɛn layf, fɔ gɛt ɔl di fridɔm weh dɛn nid sɔ dat dɛn layf
go gɛt minin, ɛn dɛn go ebul du ɔl wetin dɛn want na dɛn layf.

(CREDIT: Sam Phelps/UNICEF)
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Kɔntrol rayt dɛn

Pan ɔl weh di rayt dɛn na di Kɔnstityushɔn impɔtant, i nɔ min se wi kin du ɔltin.
Sɔntɛnde difrɛn pipul dɛn rayt dɛn nɔ kin gri. Fɔ ɛgzampul, pɔsin weh gɛt di rayt fɔ tɔk
wetin i tink go stil nid fɔ tink di rayt weh bɔt ɔda pipul dɛn rayt fɔ gɛt rɛspɛkt na dɛn
layf. Di Kɔnstityushɔn bak kin kɔntrol sɔm pan di rayt dɛn. Sɔm pan di sɛkshɔn dɛn insai
Chapta 3 kin kɔntrol sɔm pan di rayt dɛn if nid de fɔseka di "ami, fɔ protɛkt di pipul dɛn,
fɔ mek pis de, fɔ lɛ pipul dɛn biev fayn, ɔ fɔ wɛlbɔdi biznɛs". Weh dɛn kɔntrol sɔm pan di
rayt dɛn fɔ wan pan dɛn rizin dɛn ya, dɛn nɔ fɔ du am pasmak. Di kɔntrol weh dɛn
kɔntrol di rayt fɔ ikwal to di rizin weh mek dɛn kɔntrol am. Sɔm pipul dɛn kin tɔk se, "Nɔ
tek bɔlama brok banga."

Insai Mach 2020 weh COVID-19 bin stat, di Prɛsidɛnt na Salon bin tɔk se di kɔntri
gɛt stet ɔf imajɛnsi ɛn leta Palimɛnt sɛf bin gri wit am. Weh dɛn bin tɔk se stet ɔf
imajɛnsi de, dɛn bin kɔntrol sɔm rayt dɛn weh de na Chapta 3 insai di
Kɔnstityushɔn bikɔs ɔf di "big denja to mɔtalman layf", ɛn dɛn nɔ fɔ "ambɔg tumɔs
di weh aw pipul dɛn de liv dɛn layf ɛn mɔni biznɛs" na di kɔntri. Ɔnda di stet ɔf
imajɛnsi na di kɔntri, dɛn bin kɔntrol sɔm pan di rayt dɛn weh pipul dɛn gɛt, lɛk aw
pipul dɛn de muv frɔm wan ples to ɔda ples, fɔ gɛda wit ɔda pipul dɛn, skul biznɛs,
ɛn ɔda rayt dɛn. Pan ɔl weh dɛn bin kɔntrol sɔm pan dɛn rayt dɛn ya, ɛn pipul dɛn
nɔ bin ebul liv di weh aw dɛn bin de liv traday, bɔku pipul dɛn bin fil se i kɔrɛkt fɔ
du dat bikɔs di COVID-19 bin rili want fɔ ambɔg di kɔntri.

KES STƆDI: DƐN NƆ FƆ KƆNTROL DI RAYT DƐN PASMAK WAN
Ivin weh imajɛnsi de, lɛk COVID-19, pipul dɛn rayt dɛn fɔ impɔtant

(CREDIT: William Vazquez/DIRECTRELIEF)
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Chapta 3 na di Kɔnstityushɔn tɛl wi bɔt di rayt dɛn weh ɔlman na Salɔn gɛt, ɛn aw dɛn fɔ
mek shɔ se dɛn gɛt dɛn rayt dɛn de. Bikɔs ɔlman na di kɔntri, ivin di Gɔvmɛnt ɛn di
Prɛsidɛnt sɛf de ɔnda di Kɔnstityushɔn, dɛn rayt dɛn ya de protɛkt pipul dɛn so dat di
Gɔvmɛnt ɛn ɔda pipul dɛn nɔ go ebul pwɛl dɛn rayt.
 

Wetin mek Salon de protɛkt mɔtalman rayt dɛn?

Di Kɔnstityushɔn na Salon de sho se di kɔntri biliv se mɔtalman rayt dɛn impɔtant fɔ
pipul dɛn layf ɛn dɛn nid fɔ protɛkt dɛn rayt. Bɔku sai na di Kɔnstityushɔn de sho aw di
rayt weh mɔtalman gɛt impɔtant na di kɔntri, lɛk insai Chapta 2 weh gɛt di taytul
'Fundamental Principles of State Policy', usai i de sho klia wan aw Fridɔm, Dɛmɔkrasi ɛn
Jɔstis impɔtant. Di Kɔnstityushɔn mek am klia bak se di Gɔvmɛnt, Polis, Sojaman, ɛn ɔda
wan dɛn fɔ wok fɔ di pipul dɛn na di kɔntri. Chapta 2 mek am klia bak se di Gɔvmɛnt fɔ
mek pipul dɛn lɛf fɔ tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin, "dɛn fɔ protɛkt ɛn fɛt fɔ fridɔm fɔ
ɔlman" ɛn fɔ "stɔp ɔl kɔrɔpshɔn". Pan ɔl weh dɛn nɔ kin yuz Chapta 2 na kɔt, da chapta
de de tɛl wi bɔt wetin di gɔvmɛnt fɔ du, ɛn di prinsipul dɛn weh fɔ gayd di wan dɛn weh
de na gɔvmɛnt weh dɛn de du dɛn wok.
 
Uskayn rayt dɛn de na Chapta 3 na di Kɔnstityushɔn?

Bɔku rayt dɛn de na di Kɔnstityushɔn. Ɔl di rayt dɛn de de fɔ mek shɔ se ɔlman na Salon
gɛt rɛskpɛkt na dɛn layf ɛn ɔlman fɔ fil se dɛn valyu bikɔs dɛn na mɔtalman. Sɔm pan dɛn
rayt dɛn min se di Gɔvmɛnt fɔ du sɔntin ɛn ɛp di pipul dɛn. Ɔda wan dɛn de mek shɔ se
di Gɔvmɛnt nɔ de ambɔg pipul dɛn layf.

I de tɔk smɔl bɔt di rayt dɛn weh de insai di Stetmɛnt bɔt Rayt dɛn. Yu kin rid di wanol
Chapta 3 na Constitution:  https://www.parliament.gov.sl/constitution-of-sierra-
leone.html

IINTRODƆKSHƆN TO CHAPTA 3 NA
DI KƆNSTITYUSHƆN: 
The Recognition and Protection of Fundamental Human
Rights and Freedoms of the Individual
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CHAPTA 3 NA DI KƆNSTITYUSHƆN: 

15 – Fundamental Human Rights and Freedoms
of the Individual (Impɔtant Mɔtalman Rayt ɛn
Fridɔm weh Pɔsin fɔ Gɛt)
16 – Protection of right to life (Protɛkt di rayt fɔ
gɛt layf)
17 – Protection from arbitrary arrest or detention
(Protɛkt pɔsin fɔ lɛ dɛn nɔ arɛst ɛn put am na jel
fɔ nɔ rizin)
18 – Protection of freedom of movement
(Protɛkt di fridɔm fɔ muv frɔm wan ples to ɔda
ples)
19 – Protection from slavery and forced labour (Protɛkt pɔsin fɔ lɛ dɛn nɔ tek am as slev ɔ fos
am fɔ wok)
20 – Protection from inhuman treatment (Protɛkt pɔsin so dat dɛn nɔ go trit am lɛk se in nɔto
mɔtalman)
21 – Protection from deprivation of property 
(Protɛkt pɔsin lɛ dɛn nɔ tek in prɔpati kɔmɔt na in an)
22 – Protection for privacy of home and other property (Protɛkt pipul dɛn prayvasi na dɛn os
ɛn ɔda prɔpati dɛn)
23 – Provision to secure protection of law (Mek weh fɔ protɛkt di lɔ)
24 – Protection of freedom of conscience (Protɛkt di fridɔm fɔ disaid wetin gud ɛn bad)
25 – Protection of freedom of expression and the press (Protɛkt di fridɔm fɔ tɔk ɛn rayt wetin
pɔsin tink)
26 – Protection of freedom of assembly and association (Protɛkt di fridɔm fɔ gɛda ɛn de wit
ɔda pipul dɛn)
27 – Protection from discrimination (Protɛkt di rayt fɔ mek dɛn nɔ tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda
pɔsin)
28 – Enforcement of protective provisions (Mek weh fɔ lɛ dɛn protɛkt pipul dɛn)
29 – Public emergency (Imajɛnsi weh kin kam na di kɔntri)
30 – The Interpretation of Chapter 3 (Aw fɔ Ɔndastand Chapta 3)

Di rayt fɔ vot na impɔtant pat insai Salon dɛmɔkrasi. Dɛn de protɛkt dis rayt na Chapta 4 insai
di Kɔnstityushɔn weh gɛt di taytul 'The Representation of the People':
31 – The right to vote (Di rayt fɔ vot)
35 – Registration and conduct of political parties (Aw politikal pati dɛn fɔ rɛjista ɛn biev)
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15 – Fundamental Human Rights and Freedoms of the Individual – Ɔlman na Salon ilɛk us kɔntri ɔ
trayb dɛn kɔmɔt, usai dɛn bɔn dɛn, wetin dɛn tink bɔt politiks, dɛn kɔlɔ, rilijɔn, ɔ if dɛn na man ɔ
uman fɔ gɛt dɛn impɔtant rayt ɛn fridɔm weh pɔsin fɔ gɛt, weh na

Layf, fridɔm, fɔ fil sef, fɔ ɛnjɔy in prɔpati, ɛn fɔ protɛkt am akɔdin to di lɔ;
Fridɔm fɔ disaid wetin gud ɛn bad, fɔ tɔk wetin i tink, ɛn fɔ gɛda wit ɔda pipul dɛn; 
Rɛspɛkt dɛn yon layf ɛn dɛn famili dɛn layf; ɛn
fɔ stɔp di pɔsin fɔ kɔmɔt na jel weh di lɔ se na de i fɔ de; ɔ 

Ɔlman na Salon gɛt dɛn rayt dɛn ya, bɔt di rayt ɛn fridɔm weh ɔda pipul dɛn gɛt, ɛn fɔ protɛkt di
pipul dɛn kin afɛkt aw pɔsin kin yuz di rayt weh i gɛt. 

16 – The right to life – Ɔlman gɛt di rayt fɔ gɛt layf. Sɔntɛnde, pɔsin in rayt fɔ gɛt layf nɔ bin pwɛl
weh i day bikɔs:

Ɔda pɔsin bin de protɛkt in yon layf ɔ ɔda pɔsin in layf frɔm fɛt-fɛt, ɔ i de protɛkt in prɔpati; ɔ
Sɔmbɔdi de tray fɔ yuz di lɔ fɔ arɛst am, ɔ stɔp di pɔsin fɔ kɔmɔt na jel weh di lɔ se na de i fɔ
de; ɔ 
Di pɔsin weh tek ɔda pɔsin in layf bin tray fɔ stɔp rayɔt, atak ɔ pipul dɛn weh nɔ want fɔ tek
kɔntrol; ɔ
Dɛn bin de stɔp dɛn fɔ lɛ dɛn nɔ kɔmit kraym; ɔ
Mek wɔ stat.

Dɛn tin dɛn ya nɔ fɔ apin wantɛm wantɛm nɔmɔ. If pɔsin tek ɔda pɔsin in layf, i kin stil de akɔdin to
di lɔ. Bɔt sɔntɛm, if gud rizin de fɔ wetin i du weh mek di pɔsin day i nɔ go de agɛns di lɔ.

CHAPTA 3 NA DI KƆNSTITYUSHƆN:

Dis pat na di buk de tɔk smɔl bɔt di rayt dɛn weh de insai di Stetmɛnt bɔt Rayt dɛn. Yu
kin rid ɔl di rayt dɛn insai Chapta 3 na di Constitution.

Ɔl di nɔmba dɛn weh de dɔŋ gɛt fɔ du wit wan sɛkshɔn na di Kɔnstityushɔn. 
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Te di ia 2021, di kɔt dɛn na Salon bin gɛt di rayt fɔ sɛntɛns pɔsin fɔ day if di pɔsin gilti fɔ
sɔm patikyula kraym dɛn lɛk fɔ yuz wɛpɔn ɔ wund pɔsin fɔ tif am, weh pɔsin kil, weh pɔsin
kɔmɔt biɛn di gɔvmɛnt, ɛn weh pɔsin nɔ gri fɔ tɛk kɔntrol. Pan ɔl weh dɛn nɔ bin sɛntɛns
pɔsin fɔ day na Salon frɔm 1998, sɔm pipul dɛn, ɛn ivin di Truth and Reconciliation
Commission bin de stil tink se fɔ sɛntɛns pɔsin fɔ day na "sɔntin weh bad na di sosaiti." 

Insai 2021, afta lɔng tɛm weh di pipul dɛn weh de wok fɔ mek pipul dɛn gɛt dɛn rayt ɛn di
Human Rights Commission na Salon dɔn kampen, di Palimɛnt na Salon bin vot ɛn gri fɔ pul
di lɔ fɔ sɛntɛns pɔsin fɔ day. 

Dis na big tin weh dɛn du na Salon, ɛn na sain fɔ sho se dɛn rili want fɔ protɛkt mɔtalman
dɛn rayt, mɔ di rayt fɔ gɛt layf. 

KES STƆDI: DI RAYT FƆ GƐT LAYF NƆ GRI FƆ LƐ DƐN SƐNTƐNS 
PƆSIN FƆ DAY

Di rɛspɛkt weh Salon pipul dɛn gɛt fɔ di rayt weh pɔsin gɛt fɔ liv, na dat mek dɛn
pul di lɔ fɔ sɛntɛns pɔsin fɔ day

(CREDIT: Boaz Reisel/AdvocAid)
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17 – Protection from arbitrary arrest or detention – Dɛn nɔ kin tek pɔsin in fridɔm pas di lɔ alaw
dat. Di lɔ de alaw fɔ lɛ dɛn tek pɔsin in fridɔm if dɛn tɔk se i gilti fɔ kraym weh fɔ mek dɛn sɛn am
na jel, if dɛn tink se i dɔn kɔmit kraym, ɔ dɛn fil se i plan fɔ kɔmit kraym, so dat dɛn go mek shɔ se
di pɔsin go kam na kɔt, di pɔsin go du wetin di kɔt tɛl am fɔ du, ɔ i nɔ go ebul kam fɔ in trayal na
kɔt. Dɔn bak, dɛn kin kɔntrol sɔm pan di fridɔm weh pɔsin gɛt fɔ lɛ dɛn stɔp bad bad sik weh de
prɛd, ɔ if dɛn tink se pɔsin gɛt ed prɔblɛm, if pɔsin de tek drɔg ɔ drink pasmak, if pɔsin de na strit, if
pɔsin nid tritmɛnt ɔ i nid protɛkshɔn. Weh pɔsin nɔ rich 18 ia yet, dɛn kin kɔntrol sɔm pan in
fridɔm so dat i go go na skul ɛn gɛt wetin i nid fɔ liv. If pɔsin weh nɔ gɛt rayt fɔ de na di kɔntri tray
fɔ ɛnta di kɔntri, ɔ dɛn de pul am kɔmɔt na di kɔntri, dɛn kin ol am te di kes dɔn ɔ te dɛn pul di
pɔsin kɔmɔt na di kɔntri. 

Ilɛksɛf dɛn pul sɔm pan di pɔsin in fridɔm, da pɔsin de stil gɛt in rayt dɛn: If dɛn arɛst ɔ jel pɔsin,
dɛn fɔ tɛl am wetin mek dɛn du dat, ɛn di tɛm weh dɛn de arɛst am, dɛn fɔ tɛl am di rizin weh mek
dɛn de arɛst am ɛn dɛn fɔ du dat insai 24 awa. Dɛn fɔ tɛl di pɔsin insai in yon langwehj wetin na di
rizin weh mek dɛn arɛst am ɔ jel am. Dɔn bak, dɛn fɔ tɛl am se i gɛt rayt fɔ gɛt lɔya ɔ pɔsin fɔ ɛp
am, ɛn i kin tɔk to di pɔsin prayvɛt wan.

If dɛn arɛst ɔ jel pɔsin fɔ lɛ i go na kɔt, ɔ if dɛn arɛst pɔsin bikɔs dɛn tink se i kɔmit kraym ɔ plan fɔ
kɔmit kraym, dɛn fɔ kɛr am go na kɔt insai 10 dez if wetin i du min se dɛn kin jel am fɔ layf, fɔ ɔda
kes dɛn, dɛn fɔ kɛr am go na kɔt insai 72 awa.

If dɛn arɛst ɔ jel pɔsin ɛn di lɔ tɔk se dɛn nɔ gɛt rayt fɔ du dat, da pɔsin de gɛt di rayt fɔ aks di wan
weh arɛst ɔ jel am fɔ gi am sɔntin as pemɛnt.
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18 – Protection of freedom of movement – Ɔlman gɛt di fridɔm fɔ muv frɔm wan ples to ɔda
ples na Salon, fɔ liv ɛnisai na di kɔntri, ɛn fɔ ɛnta ɛn kɔmɔt na di kɔntri lɛk aw dɛn want. Dɛn kin
kɔntrol di fridɔm fɔ muv frɔm wan ples to ɔda ples if di lɔ alaw dat, ɔ dɛn kin mek lɔ dɛn fɔ
kɔntrol di fridɔm fɔ muv fɔseka di ami, fɔ mek pis de, fɔ lɛ pipul dɛn biev fayn, fɔ pipul dɛn
wɛlbɔdi biznɛs, ɔ fɔ protɛkt di tin dɛn weh Salon gɛt. Bɔt, if dɛn kɔntrol di fridɔm fɔ muv fɔ
ɛniwan pan dɛn rizin dɛn ya, dɛn fɔ gɛt gud rizin fɔ du am na sosaiti weh gɛt dɛmɔkrasi. 

Dɔn bak, dɛn kin kɔntrol di fridɔm fɔ muv frɔm wan ples to ɔda ples if pɔsin de wok fɔ gɔvmɛnt ɔ
i na sojaman, ɛn fɔ mek shɔ se dɛn fɔ pul pɔsin weh fɔ go fɔ trayal ɔ fɔ go wit pɔsin na jel weh nɔ
de insai Salon. Dɛn go du dat bak fɔ pɔsin weh dɛn tink se dɔn kɔmit kraym, ɔ pɔsin weh want fɔ
lɛf in wok weh di lɔ se i fɔ du, lɛk fɔ bi sojaman, fɔ mek i nɔ kɔmɔt na di kɔntri. Dɛn kin kɔntrol di
fridɔm fɔ muv frɔm wan ples to ɔda ples so dat dɛn kin stɔp pipul dɛn fɔ lɛ dɛn nɔ de na strit.

If dɛn kɔntrol pɔsin in fridɔm fɔ muv frɔm wan ples to ɔda ples fɔseka di ami, fɔ mek pis de, fɔ lɛ
pipul dɛn biev fayn, fɔ wɛlbɔdi biznɛs, ɔ fɔ protɛkt di tin dɛn weh Salon gɛt, da pɔsin gɛt di rayt fɔ
mek di kɔt weh de fɔ insɛf ɛn weh nɔ de tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin, luk in kes. Da pɔsin de
kin aks lɛ dɛn rivyu in kes ɔltɛm, bɔt 30 dez fɔ pas bifo dɛn du ɛni rivyu bak.

KES STƆDI: GƆVMƐNT ƆFISA DƐN KIN PWƐL DI RAYT WEH DE NA DI
KƆNSTITYUSHƆN BAY WEH DƐN DU SƆNTIN WEH BROK DI LƆ 

If di Gɔvmɛnt nid fɔ kɔntrol aw pipul dɛn de muv frɔm wan ples to ɔda ples, i fɔ
mek shɔ se i gɛt rayt fɔ du dat akɔdin to di lɔ

Shɔt tɛm bifo di ilɛkshɔn weh Salon bin gɛt insai 2018, di Inspɛktɔ Jɛnɛral fɔ di Polis bin gi
wan stetmɛnt fɔ se da de de nɔ motoka nɔ fɔ de na rod, pas motoka dɛn weh di National
Electoral Commission dɔn alaw fɔ de na rod. Wan kes, weh na Augustine Sorie-Senge Marrah v
Inspector General of Police, bin chalɛnj da stetmɛnt de. Dɛn bin arɛst wan man weh bin drayv
in motoka di de fɔ di ilɛkshɔn ɛn dɛn bin ol in motoka. Dat bin mek i nɔ ebul fɔ vot. I bin tɔk
se di stetmɛnt, ɛn di arɛst weh dɛn arɛst ɛn ol am nɔ gri wit wetin di kɔnstityushɔn tɔk bɔt
fridɔm fɔ muv frɔm wan ples to ɔda ples. Di  Sɔprim Kɔt bin disaid se di Inspɛktɔ Jɛnɛral fɔ di
Polis nɔ bin gɛt rayt akɔdin to di lɔ ɔ ɛni rizin fɔ stɔp pipul dɛn fɔ yuz dɛn motoka. Dis
stetmɛnt weh i bin mek nɔ gri wit wetin de insai di kɔnstityushɔn ɛn i ambɔg di Wan weh Le
Kɔmplen in rayt. Fɔ protɛkt di fridɔm fɔ muv frɔm wan ples to ɔda ples min se di stetmɛnt nɔ
gri wit di kɔnstityushɔn. Nɔbɔdi nɔ fɔ stɔp pɔsin in fridɔm fɔ muv weh dɛn nɔ gɛt rizin fɔ du
dat akɔdin to di lɔ. Dat min se weh dɛn bin ol di pɔsin in motoka, weh mek i at fɔ am fɔ muv
frɔm wan ples to ɔda ples, dat bin ambɔg in rayt fɔ muv ɔnda sɛkshɔn 18. If di Gɔvmɛnt want
fɔ kɔntrol sɔm pipul dɛn rayt, i fɔ du dat akɔdin tɔ wetin di lɔ se.
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19 – Protection from slavery and forced labour – Nɔbɔdi nɔ fɔ trit pɔsin lɛk slev ɔ fos am fɔ
wok. Nɔbɔdi nɔ fɔ bay ɔ sɛl mɔtalman dɛn. Dis sɛkshɔn mek am klia se fɔ fos pɔsin fɔ wok nɔ min
di wok weh di kɔt tɔk se pɔsin fɔ du fɔ in kraym, fɔ klin usai dɛn kip pɔsin weh dɛn dɔn arɛst,
wok weh sojaman fɔ du, ɔ wok weh pɔsin nid fɔ du weh sɔntin apin na di kɔntri weh na imajɛnsi.

20 – Protection from inhuman treatment – Nɔbɔdi nɔ fɔ mek pɔsin sɔfa ɔ trit am lɛk se in nɔto
mɔtalman, ɔ mek pɔsin nɔ gɛt wan rɛspɛkt. 

21 – Protection from deprivation of property – Nɔbɔdi nɔ fɔ tek pɔsin in prɔpati pas gud rizin
de fɔ du dat, ɛn pas dɛn mitɔp dɛn kɔndishɔn dɛn ya:

Fɔs, dɛn tek di prɔpati fɔseka di ami, fɔ protɛkt di pipul dɛn, fɔ mek pis de, fɔ lɛ pipul dɛn
biev fayn, fɔ wɛlbɔdi biznɛs, fɔ plan di siti, ɔ fɔ yuz di prɔpati ɔda weh weh go bɛnifit pipul
dɛn ɔ mek di sitizɛn dɛn na Salon gɛt wetin dɛn nid fɔ liv; ɛn 
Sɛkɔn, dɛn fɔ gɛt gud rizin weh mek dɛn siz di pɔsin in prɔpati pan ɔl weh dat go mek tin nɔ
izi fɔ am, ɛn 
Tɔd, dɛn nɔ fɔ wehstɛm fɔ gi sɔntin as pemɛnt to di pɔsin weh dɛn dɔn tek in prɔpati. Da
pɔsin de gɛt di rayt fɔ lɛ di kɔt disaid if dɛn bin gɛt rayt akɔdin to wetin di lɔ se fɔ tek in
prɔpati, ɛn if di tin weh dɛn gi am as pemɛnt du fɔ am, ɔ fɔ mek shɔ se dɛn gi am sɔntin as
pemɛnt di rayt tɛm.

Pan ɔl weh pipul dɛn gɛt di rayt fɔ protɛkt dɛn prɔpati, i nɔ min se dɛn nɔ kin tek dɛn prɔpati
akɔdin to di lɔ if rizin de fɔ lɛ dɛn tek am, lɛk if pɔsin fɔ pe taks, ɔ dɛn fayn di pɔsin weh brok di
sivul ɔ kriminal lɔ, ɔ di prɔpati na denja to ɔda pipul dɛn, animal dɛn, ɔ plant dɛn. Weh di wan
weh gɛt di prɔpati bin fɔ du sɔntin weh i nɔ du, dɛn kin tek in prɔpati fɔ shɔt tɛm fɔ protɛkt di
grɔn ɔ ɔda tin dɛn weh di kɔntri gɛt, ɔ fɔ mek fam dɛn. 
 

KES STƆDI: DI GƆVMƐNT FƆ FALA WETIN DE NA DI LƆ WEH DƐN DE TEK
PRƆPATI NA PIPUL DƐN AN 

Weh dɛn mek di gɔvmɛnt fala wetin de na di lɔ, dat de protɛkt di rayt fɔ lɛ dɛn
nɔ jɔs tek pɔsin in prɔpati 

Pan ɔl weh sɛkshɔn 21 insai di Kɔnstityushɔn de protɛkt pipul dɛn rayt fɔ lɛ dɛn nɔ tek dɛn
prɔpati, if di Gɔvmɛnt fala wetin de na di lɔ ɛn dɛn mitɔp sɔm kɔndishɔn dɛn, dɛn kin stil tek
di prɔpati. Wan kes insai 2005, weh dɛn kɔl The SL Enterprise Ltd v Attorney General and
Others, de sho klia wan aw i impɔtant fɔ mek di Gɔvmɛnt du tin kɔrɛkt wan. Da kes bin chɛk
if di Gɔvmɛnt bin gɛt rayt akɔdin to di lɔ fɔ tek wan kɔmni in prɔpati na in an. Di Gɔvmɛnt
bin tek di kɔmni in prɔpati na in an, bɔt dɛn nɔ bin gi dɛn ɛni mɔni. Bikɔs dɛn nɔ bin gi dɛn
mɔni fɔ da prɔpati de, i min se di Gɔvmɛnt bin dɔn brok di lɔ. Di Gɔvmɛnt nɔ bin fala wetin
de na sɛkshɔn 21, ɛn dɛn bin gi bak di kɔmni in prɔpati.
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22 – Protection for privacy of home and other property – Nɔbɔdi nɔ fɔ sach pɔsin in prɔpati ɔ di
pɔsin insɛf sɛf pas di pɔsin gri. Ɔlman gɛt di rayt nɔ fɔ alaw ɛnibɔdi fɔ ambɔg dɛn lɛta dɛn, fon ɔ ɔda
weh fɔ tɔk to pipul dɛn, ɛn dɛn kin disaid nɔ fɔ alaw pipul dɛn fɔ kam insai dɛn prɔpati. Bɔt nɔto
ɔltɛm i kin bi so, lɛk fɔseka di ami, fɔ protɛkt di pipul dɛn, fɔ lɛ pipul dɛn biev fayn, fɔ wɛlbɔdi biznɛs,
fɔ plan di siti, ɛn fɔ yuz di prɔpati fɔ bɛnifit di pɔblik. Dɔn bak, sɔntɛm pɔsin nɔ go gɛt da rayt de
bikɔs dɛn nid fɔ ɛnta di os, sach di pɔsin, ɔ ambɔg wetin i de yuz fɔ tɔk to pipul dɛn fɔ protɛkt di rayt
ɛn fridɔm weh ɔda pipul dɛn gɛt, ɔ bikɔs di kɔt dɔn gi ɔda. Ɔ weh dɛn nid fɔ ɛp uman dɛn, pikin dɛn,
yɔŋ pipul dɛn, ol pipul dɛn, ɔ di wan dɛn weh disebul fɔ mek dɛn go bifo pan dɛn wɛlbɔdi biznɛs ɛn
fɔ gɛt wetin dɛn nid fɔ liv. If dɛn ambɔg dɛn rayt dɛn ya, dɛn fɔ gɛt gud rizin fɔ du am na sosaiti weh
gɛt dɛmɔkrasi.

23 – Provision to secure protection of law – Ɔlman weh dɛn chaj wit kraym fɔ gɛt trayal weh fia, di
trayal fɔ bi di rayt tɛm, ɛn bifo kɔt weh de fɔ insɛf ɛn nɔ de tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin. Ɔl di
kes dɛn weh di kɔt de yɛri weh gɛt fɔ du wit pipul dɛn rayt fɔ de opin fɔ lɛ ɔlman yɛri, wans di kɔt
dɔn disaid se di trayal gɛt fɔ protɛkt jɔstis, gɛt fɔ du wit di ami, fɔ protɛkt pipul dɛn, fɔ mek pis de, fɔ
lɛ pipul dɛn biev fayn, ɛp di wan dɛn weh nɔ rich 18 ia gɛt wetin nid fɔ liv, ɔ fɔ protɛkt pipul dɛn
prayvasi weh de na trayal na kɔt.

Ɔlman gɛt di rayt fɔ tɔk se dɛn nɔ du bad ɛn dɛn
fɔ biliv dɛn te dɛn fɛnɔt se dɛn gilti ɔ dɛnsɛf sɛf
tɔk se dɛn gilti. Ɔlman gɛt di rayt fɔ no wetin na
di chaj dɛn insai dɛn yon langwehj, ɛn fɔ gɛt di
tɛm ɛn wetin dɛn nid fɔ pripia fɔ tinap fɔ dɛnsɛf
na kɔt ɔ gɛt lɔya weh de tinap fɔ dɛn. Weh dɛn
chaj pɔsin wit kraym, dɛn fɔ gri fɔ lɛ dɛn aks di
witnɛs dɛn weh di kɔt kɔl kwɛstyɔn dɛn, ɛn fɔ
kɔl dɛn yon witnɛs dɛn bak. Ɔlman gɛt di chans
fɔ yuz intaprita fɔ fri, if dɛn nɔ ɔndastand di
langwehj weh dɛn de tɔk na kɔt. Weh dɛn dɔn
tray pɔsin na kɔt ɛn dɛn fɛnɔt se in gilti ɔ i nɔ
gilti, ɛn dɛn dɔn dɔn ɔl di apil dɛn, dɛn nɔ fɔ tray
di pɔsin fɔ da sem kraym de bak. Semwehso,
weh dɛn dɔn sɔri fɔ am, dɛn nɔ kin tray am fɔ di
sem kraym bak.

Dɛn nɔ fɔ tɔk se pɔsin gilti fɔ wan patikyula
kraym if wetin i du, ɔ wetin i nɔ du, nɔto kraym
da tɛm de.
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24 – Protection of freedom of conscience – Nɔbɔdi nɔ fɔ ambɔg di fridɔm weh pɔsin gɛt fɔ
disaid wetin gud ɛn wetin bad. Fridɔm fɔ disaid wetin gud ɛn bad min di fridɔm fɔ tink wetin
pɔsin want, fridɔm fɔ gɛt yu yon rilijɔn, fɔ chenj yu rilijɔn, ɛn fridɔm fɔ wɔship yu wangren ɔ wit
ɔda pipul dɛn. Fridɔm fɔ disaid wetin gud ɛn bad min di fridɔm fɔ lɛ pɔsin wɔship, tich, fala wetin
dɛn biliv, ɛn waka insai dɛn yon fet opin wan ɔ sikrit wan. Nɔbɔdi nɔ fɔ fos pɔsin fɔ lan ɔda rilijɔn
ɔ put an pan sɛrɛmɔni weh dɛn nɔ gri fɔ, ɔ weh dɛn nɔ rich 18 ia ɛn dɛn mama ɛn papa nɔ tɔk se
dɛn gri fɔ dat. Dɛn nɔ fɔ fos pɔsin fɔ swɛ fɔ sɔntin weh nɔ gri wit in rilijɔn ɔ wetin i biliv. Lɔ dɛn
kin kɔntrol di fridɔm fɔ disaid wetin gud ɛn bad if dɛn gɛt gud rizin dɛn na sosaiti weh gɛt
dɛmɔkrasi. Dɛn kin kɔntrol am if nid de fɔseka di ami, fɔ protɛkt di pipul dɛn, fɔ mek pis de, fɔ lɛ
pipul dɛn biev fayn, fɔ wɛlbɔdi biznɛs, ɔ fɔ protɛkt di rayt ɛn fridɔm weh ɔda pipul dɛn gɛt, weh
go min di rayt fɔ lɛ pipul dɛn fala dɛn yon rilijɔn ɛn nɔ alaw pɔsin fɔ ambɔg dɛn.
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25 – Protection of freedom of expression and the press – Ɔlman gɛt di rayt fɔ tɔk ɛn rayt wetin
dɛn tink. Dat min se ɔlman gɛt di rayt fɔ tink wetin dɛn want, ɛn fɔ gɛt infɔmeshɔn ɛn tɔk bɔt am
wit ɔda pipul dɛn ɛn nɔbɔdi nɔ fɔ ambɔg dat. Ɔlman gɛt di rayt nɔ fɔ alaw ɛnibɔdi fɔ ambɔg dɛn
lɛta ɔ mɛsej dɛn. Ɔlman gɛt di fridɔm fɔ gɛt, stat ɛn wok wit ɛnitin weh go ɛp am fɔ sheb
infɔmeshɔn, aydia dɛn ɛn wetin i de tink. Dat min se fridɔm fɔ de na skul ɛn ɔganayzeshɔn weh
de fɔ buk lanin. Bɔt, nɔbɔdi nɔ fɔ gɛt tɛlivishɔn ɔ redio steshɔn, pas di gɔvmɛnt ɔ pipul dɛn weh
di Prɛsidɛnt dɔn gri. 

Weh dɛn want fɔ kɔntrol di rayt fɔ tɔk wetin pɔsin tink ɔ fɔ rayt wetin pɔsin tink, dɛn fɔ gɛt gud
rizin dɛn na sosaiti weh gɛt dɛmɔkrasi. Bɔt sɔntem dɛn kin kɔntrol dɛn fridɔm weh: Dɛn kin
kɔntrol dɛn rayt dɛn ya fɔseka di ami, fɔ protɛkt di pipul dɛn, fɔ mek pis de, fɔ lɛ pipul dɛn biev
fayn, ɛn fɔ protɛkt di gudnem, rayt ɛn fridɔm weh ɔda pipul dɛn gɛt. Dɛn kin kɔntrol di rayt bak
fɔ nɔ tɔk bɔt pɔsin in sikrit dɛn, fɔ mek shɔ se di pawa ɛn aw di kɔt dɛn de fɔ dɛnsɛf gɛt fo
kɔntinyu, ɛn fɔ kɔntrol sɔm pan di weh aw pipul dɛn de tɔk to dɛnsɛf, sho dɛn, ɛn wetin pipul dɛn
kin du fɔ ɛnjɔy dɛnsɛf. 

Dɛn kin kɔntrol di rayt fɔ tɔk wetin pɔsin de tink fɔ di wan dɛn weh de na di ami. 
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KES STƆDI: DƐN DE PROTƐKT DI FRIDƆM FƆ TƆK WETIN PƆSIN DE TINK,
BƆT DIS FRIDƆM GƐT USAI I DE STƆP

Di kɔt dɛn kin gri weh di pipul dɛn tɔk se dɛn de kɔntrol wetin dɛn kin rayt
wetin dɛn de tink

Traday, Salon bin gɛt sɔm lɔ dɛn weh tɔk se na kraym fɔ tɔk sɔntin weh go pwɛl di gudnem
weh di gɔvmɛnt gɛt. Ilɛksɛf di tɔk na tru, weh pɔsin tɔk da kayn weh de dɛn kin pɔnish am, ɔ
ivin sɛn am na jel. Dɛn lɔ dɛn de bin mek i tin nɔ izi fɔ jɔnalist dɛn, bikɔs bɔku tɛm jɔnalist
dɛn gɛt fɔ fɛn fɔlt pan di gɔvmɛnt ɛn wetin dɛn de du, ɛn rayt bɔt dɛn.

Insai 2008, sɔm jɔnalist dɛn bin chalɛnj di Lɔ fɔ Mek Pis De wit wan kes weh dɛn kɔl Sierra
Leone Association of Journalists v Attorney-General and Others, bikɔs dɛn tɔk se i afɛkt aw
jɔnalist dɛn de du dɛn wok. Di jɔnalist dɛn nɔ bin tɔk se di Lɔ fɔ Mek Pis De nɔ fɔ de na di
kɔnstityushɔn. Bɔt dɛn bin tɔk se sɔm pan di sɛkshɔn dɛn nɔ fɔ de de na di kɔnstityushɔn,
bikɔs dɛn sɛkshɔn dɛn de, de kɔntrol wetin jɔnalist dɛn kin tɔk ɛn rayt, ɛn dat nɔ gri wit di
kɔnstityushɔn. Di Sɔprim Kɔt bin luk bak fɔ si if dɛn sɛkshɔn dɛn de nɔ gri wit di
kɔnstityushɔn. I bin de luk mɔ if dɛn bin mitɔp di kɔndishɔn dɛn fɔ gɛt di rayt fɔ tɔk ɛn rayt
wetin pɔsin de tink. Di Sɔprim Kɔt nɔ bin tink se di Lɔ fɔ Mek Pis De nɔ gri wit di
kɔnstityushɔn, ɔ fɔ se i de trɛtin jɔnalist dɛn. Dɛn nɔ bin chɛnj di Lɔ fɔ Mek Pis De.

Di Sɔprim Kɔt nɔ tɔk se di sɛkshɔn dɛn insai di Lɔ fɔ Mek Pis De, weh gɛt fɔ du wit wetin
pɔsin de tɔk, nɔ gri wit di kɔnstityushɔn. Bɔt, insai 2020 di Palimɛnt na Salon bin pul dɛn pat
dɛn de na di Lɔ fɔ Mek Pis De weh di jɔnalist dɛn bin chalɛnj insai 2008. Di Prɛsidɛnt bin sain
am na di lɔ ɛn tɔk se "Gɔvmɛnt dɛn weh bad de mek pipul dɛn de fred ɛn sɛt mɔt. Dɛn de
stɔp pipul dɛn fɔ fɛn fɔlt wit wetin dɛn de du weh dɛn de rul."

Weh dɛn pul dɛn lɔ dɛn de fɔ se jɔnalist dɛn dɔn kɔmit kraym bay wetin dɛn de tɔk ɛn rayt
wetin dɛn de tink, dat na wan impɔtant tin weh dɛn du fɔ mek di fridɔm fɔ tɔk ɛn rayt wetin
pɔsin tink go bifo.
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26 – Protection of freedom of assembly and association – Ɔlman gɛt di rayt fɔ gɛda wit ɔda
pipul dɛn ɛn mek nɔbɔdi nɔ ambɔg dɛn. Dis min se ɔlman gɛt di rayt fɔ stat ɛn put an pan
politikal pati, tred yunion, ɔ ɔda ɔganayzeshɔn weh de protɛkt wetin de bɛnifit pipul dɛn. Dɛn
ɔganayzeshɔn dɛn de kin gɛt sɔntin fɔ du wit mɔni biznɛs, soshal savis ɔ wokman dɛn, ɛn dɛn kin
de na di kɔntri ɔ difrɛn sai dɛn na di wɔl.

Dɛn kin kɔntrol di rayt fɔ gɛda ɛn de wit ɔda pipul dɛn. Sɔntɛnde dɛn kin kɔntrol di rayt fɔseka di
ami, fɔ mek pis de, fɔ lɛ pipul dɛn biev fayn, fɔ wɛlbɔdi biznɛs, ɔ fɔ mek shɔ se i nɔ de ambɔg di
tin dɛn weh pipul dɛn nid. Dɛn kin kɔntrol dɛn rayt dɛn de fɔ protɛkt ɔda pipul dɛn rayt ɛn
fridɔm. Dɛn kin kɔntrol dɛn rayt dɛn de fɔ pipul dɛn weh want fɔ mek politikal pati dɛn. Sɔntɛnde
di politikal pati dɛn go nid fɔ rɛjista, dɛn go tɛl dɛn aw dɛn fɔ du dɛn wok, ɛn dɛn kin wach aw di
pipul dɛn weh jɔyn an pan di pati fɔ biev. 

Dɛn kin kɔntrol di rayt dɛn fɔ sojaman dɛn na di ami ɛn pipul dɛn insai di gɔvmɛnt. Fɔ mek dɛn
kɔntrol sɔm pan pipul dɛn rayt dɛn akɔdin to di lɔ, dɛn fɔ gɛt gud rizin dɛn fɔ du dat na sosaiti
weh gɛt dɛmɔkrasi.

(CREDIT: UNICEF Sierra Leone)
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27 – Protection from discrimination – Fɔ tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin na Salon min fɔ trit
pɔsin difrɛn weh bikɔs ɔf us kɔntri ɔ trayb i kɔmɔt, if i na man ɔ uman, usai dɛn bɔn am, us
politikal pati i de, in kɔlɔ ɔ rilijɔn. No lɔ nɔ de na Salon weh de tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin ɔ
trit pɔsin difrɛn weh. Ɛn nɔbɔdi weh gɛt pawa frɔm di Gɔvmɛnt fɔ tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda
pɔsin. Sɔntɛnde dɛn kin trit pipul dɛn difrɛn weh bɔt stil nɔ tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin, lɛk
weh pipul dɛn fɔ pe difrɛn taks dɛn, ɔ pipul dɛn nɔto sitizɛn na Salon, ɔ pipul dɛn weh tɔn sitizɛn
bɔt nɔto bikɔs na de dɛn bɔn dɛn. Sɔntɛm dɛn go trit dɛn pipul dɛn difrɛn weh ɛn nɔto lɛk aw dɛn
kin trit Salon sitizɛn weh na Salon dɛn bɔn dɛn. Sɔntɛm di lɔ kin gri fɔ trit pipul dɛn difrɛn weh
bɔt stil nɔ tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin, lɛk weh di lɔ gri fɔ alaw wan patikyula trayb fɔ yuz
sɔm pat pan di lɔ weh kɔmɔn na di eria, ɔ if imajɛnsi de na di kɔntri ɛn dɛn nid fɔ du sɔntin fɔ sɔlv
di prɔblɛm dɛn weh di disasta kam wit. Ɛnitɛm dɛn kɔntrol di rayt nɔ fɔ tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas
ɔda pɔsin, dɛn fɔ gɛt gud rizin fɔ du dat na sosaiti weh gɛt dɛmɔkrasi.

Di rayt fɔ lɛ dɛn nɔ tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin nɔ go stɔp dɛn fɔ mek ɔda lɔ dɛn weh go
mek pipul dɛn weh de wok fɔ di gɔvmɛnt ɔ ami gɛt tin dɛn weh dɛn fɔ du fɔ kwalifay fɔ kam insai
di ami ɔ di gɔvmɛnt.

KES STƆDI: NƆBƆDI NA SALON NƆ FƆ TEK WAN PƆSIN BƐTƐ PAS ƆDA
PƆSIN

Bɔku tɛm i kin at fɔ si gud rizin fɔ tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin, mɔ weh i gɛt
fɔ du wit pipul dɛn weh nɔ gɛt pɔsin fɔ ɛp dɛn.

Insai 2019, di ECOWAS Kɔmuniti Kɔt ɔf Jɔstis bin yɛri di kes Women Against Violence and
Exploitation in Society and Another v The Republic of Sierra Leone bɔt fɔ pul gyalpikin dɛn weh
de pan bɛlɛ kɔmɔt na skul. Wi dɔn tɔk bɔt dis kes na dis buk. Di kes bin gɛt fɔ du wit ɔlman
in rayt nɔ fɔ tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin. Dɛn bin de trit di gyalpikin dɛn weh de pan
bɛlɛ wɔs pas di ɔda pikin dɛn ɛn dɛn nɔ bin gɛt gud rizin fɔ du dat. Di Kɔt bin gi ɔda to di
gɔvmɛnt fɔ chenj di lɔ. Afta di Kɔt dɔn disaid dat, i nɔ tu te, di Gɔvmɛnt na Salon bin chenj
dis lɔ ɛn i bin gri fɔ alaw gyalpikin dɛn weh de pan bɛlɛ fɔ lɛf na dɛn skul. Dɔn, dɛn bin stat
sɔm nyu program dɛn fɔ sɔpɔt buk lanin fɔ uman dɛn.
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28 – Enforcing Chapter 3 – If dɛn ambɔg ɛnibɔdi in rayt ɔnda sɛkshɔn 16 te 27 na di
Kɔnstityushɔn, ɔ dɛn want fɔ ambɔg in rayt, da pɔsin de, ɔ if i de na jel pɔsin weh de tinap fɔ am,
fɔ go na di Sɔprim Kɔt fɔ ɛp am. If di Sɔprim Kɔt si se prɔblɛm de, i kin gi ɔda ɔ gi advays bɔt
wetin fɔ du fɔ protɛkt dɛn rayt dɛn de. If dɛn trɛtin pɔsin in rayt, ɔda kɔt dɛn kin ɛp ɛn dɛn kin gi
ɔda fɔ protɛkt pipul dɛn rayt. Bɔt di kɔt weh gɛt pawa pas ɔl na Sɔprim Kɔt. Weh di Apil Kɔt ɛn
ɔda kɔt dɛn gɛt sɔntin fɔ du wit di rayt dɛn na sɛkshɔn 16 te 27 na di Kɔnstityushɔn, dɛn kin
transfa di mata na di Sɔprim Kɔt if nid de. If pɔsin aks di kɔt fɔ du so, dɛn kɔt dɛn ya fɔ transfa di
mata to di Sɔprim Kɔt.

Fɔ protɛkt pipul dɛn weh nɔ gɛt natin dɛn rayt, di Palimɛnt fɔ gi mɔni to dɛn pipul dɛn de so dat
dɛn go gɛt lɔya di tɛm weh pɔsin ambɔg dɛn rayt. Palimɛnt fɔ mek shɔ se di sɔpɔt weh dɛn de gi
na fɔ pipul dɛn nɔmɔ weh rili nid mɔni ɛn sɔpɔt fɔ ɛp dɛn gɛt lɔya, ɛn dɛn fɔ gi sɔpɔt nɔmɔ di tɛm
weh dɛn rili trɛtin pɔsin in rayt.
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29 – Public emergency – Imajɛnsi na di kɔntri min se sɔntin trɛtin Salon, ɛn di Prɛsidɛnt nid fɔ
disaid kwik kwik wan wetin fɔ du fɔ mek pis, ɔda, ɛn gud gɔvmɛnt de na di kɔntri. Di Prɛsidɛnt
kin tɔk se imajɛnsi de na di kɔntri nɔmɔ weh i rili siriɔs. Fɔ ɛgzampul, weh wɔ kam na Salon, ɔ ɔda
kɔntri want fɔ kam wit wɔ na Salon, ɔ weh pis nɔ de ɛn pipul dɛn layf de pan denja, ɔ dɛn de
trɛtin pis, ɔ nachɔral disasta apin na di kɔntri, ɔ ɔda kayn dɛnja weh de trɛtin Salon.

Di Prɛsidɛnt gɛt bɔku pawa weh stet ɔf imajɛnsi de. Di Prɛsidɛnt kin disaid difrɛn weh dɛn bɔt
aw fɔ du tin dɛn, lɛk fɔ chenj ɔ stɔp lɔ dɛn weh gɛt fɔ du wit ol pipul dɛn, kɔntrol aw pipul dɛn de
muv frɔm wan ples to ɔda ples, ɔ fɔ dipɔt pipul dɛn weh nɔto Salon sitizɛn dɛn. Ɔda lɔ dɛn kin
alaw di Gɔvmɛnt fɔ kɔntrol pipul dɛn prɔpati ɛn land, sach dɛn prɔpati, ɔ fɔ mek shɔ se di
kɔmyuniti gɛt wetin di Prɛsidɛnt fil se dɛn nid.

Pan ɔl weh di Prɛsidɛnt kin tɔk ɛnitɛm se stet ɔf imajɛnsi de, Palimɛnt nid fɔ gri se na so i bi insai
21 dez, if nɔto dat dɛn fɔ pul di stet ɔf imajɛnsi. If Palimɛnt nɔ gri wit wetin di Prɛsidɛnt tɔk, di
stet ɔf imajɛnsi go dɔn insai 21 dez, pas Palimɛnt disaid fɔ ad pan am.

Ɛnibɔdi weh dɛn ol insai di tɛm weh imajɛnsi de na di kɔntri, kin aks kɔt ɔ lɔya dɛn weh de fɔ
dɛnsɛf ɛn weh nɔ de tek wan pɔsin bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin fɔ rivyu in kes. Dɔn, i kin aks fɔ mek dɛn
rivyu in kes bak afta ɛvri 30 dez.

KES STƆDI: STET ƆF IMAJƐNSI GO PROTƐKT DI PIPUL DƐN ƐN DI KƆNTRI 
Pipul dɛn go kɔntinyu fɔ gɛt dɛn rayt weh stet ɔf imajɛnsi de, bɔt sɔntɛm dɛn go

kɔntrol sɔm pan dɛn rayt fɔ shɔt tɛm

Frɔm Mach 2020 to Mach 2021, Salon bin gɛt stet ɔf imajɛnsi. Na di tɛm weh Covid-19 bin
kam fɔ ambɔg di pipul dɛn na Salon. Nɔto di fɔs tɛm dɛn bin gɛt stet ɔf imajɛnsi ɛn dɛn bin
yuz am fɔ protɛkt di pipul dɛn layf na Salon ɔ di kɔntri: Frɔm 1998 te to 2002, dɛn bin gɛt
stet ɔf imajɛnsi weh Wɔ fɔdɔm na di kɔntri. Ɛn i nɔ tu te, dɛn bin gɛt stet ɔf imajɛnsi weh
Ebola kam ɛn di rep dɛb weh bin de apin na di kɔntri.

30 – Interpretation of Chapter 3 – Sɛkshɔn 30 na di Kɔnstityushɔn gɛt bɔku wɔd dɛn ɛn dɛn
minin dɛn fɔ ɛp pɔsin fɔ ɔndastand difrɛn pat dɛn na Chapta 3. 
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KES STƆDI: DƐMƆKRASI MIN SE PIPUL DƐN FƆ GƐT DI CHANS FƆ VOT, DAT
MIN SE DƐN FƆ ALAW DƐN FƆ GO NA DI SAI WEH DƐN KIN VOT
Dɛn nɔ fɔ ambɔg pɔsin in rayt fɔ vot pas dɛn gɛt gud rizin fɔ du dat

Di kes weh gɛt di nem Augustine Sorie-Senge Marrah v Inspector General of Police, weh dɛn
bin stɔp motoka fɔ drayv di de weh dɛn bin gɛt ilɛkshɔn insai 2018 bin sho se weh di polis
arɛst ɛn ol di man in min se dɛn dɔn ambɔg in rayt fɔ vot bikɔs di man nɔ bin ebul fɔ go usai
dɛn de vot. Di Gɔvmɛnt ɛn in pipul dɛn nɔ bin gɛt gud rizin fɔ ambɔg aw di man de muv frɔm
wan ples to ɔda ples, dat bin mek dɛn nɔ gɛt rayt fɔ kɔntrol in rayt fɔ vot weh di
kɔnstityushɔn gi am. Di Sɔprim Kɔt bin sho klia wan se if di Gɔvmɛnt want fɔ kɔntrol pɔsin in
rayt, i fɔ du am akɔdin to di lɔ, nɔto aw dɛn bin du am na dat kes.

Di sitizɛn dɛn na Salon gɛt ɔda rayt dɛn weh nɔ de na Chapta 3 insai di Kɔnstityushɔn. Weh yu
tink bɔt wetin bin apin traday na Salon weh na wan pɔsin nɔmɔ bin de rul, impɔtant rayt dɛn de
weh gɛt fɔ du wit ilɛkshɔn dɛn ɛn di wok weh politikal pati dɛn fɔ du. Dɛn sɛkshɔn dɛn ya de na
Chapta 4 na di Kɔnstityushɔn:

31 – Registration of voters – Ɛni sitizɛn na Salon weh ol pas 18 ia, ɛn nɔ gɛt ed prɔblɛm, gɛt di
rayt fɔ vot na ilɛkshɔn.

35 – Registration and conduct of political parties – Sɛkshɔn 35 na di Kɔnstityushɔn gɛt difrɛn lɔ
dɛn weh tɔk bɔt aw politikal pati dɛn fɔ wok ɛn wetin dɛn fɔ du. Sɔntɛm di tin weh impɔtant pas
ɔl na fɔ ɔndastand se dɛn rili nid politikal pati dɛn na di kɔntri.
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Di rayt dɛn weh de na di Kɔnstityushɔn fɔ mek shɔ se dɛn protɛkt ɔlman na di kɔntri
mek dɛn nɔ mek dɛn sɔfa ɔ trit dɛn bad. Weh dɛn trɛtin ɛnibɔdi in rayt, da pɔsin kin du
sɔntin fɔ mek i gɛt in rayt, ɔ du sɔntin fɔ mek shɔ se ɔda pipul dɛn gɛt dɛn rayt.
 
Difrɛn weh dɛn de fɔ mek shɔ se dɛn protɛkt di rayt dɛn weh de na di Stetmɛnt bɔt Rayt
dɛn, bɔt i kɔmɔn fɔ du am na kɔt dɛn. Di kɔt dɛn kin gi ɔda to di Gɔvmɛnt ɔ ɛnibɔdi fɔ
protɛkt di pipul dɛn rayt, ɛn dɛn kin gi ɔda fɔ mek pɔsin pe, ɔ gi ɔda fɔ yuz difrɛn weh fɔ
mek pipul dɛn gɛt dɛn rayt weh dɛn trɛtin ɔ ambɔg dɛn rayt ɛn dɛn fridɔm. Na di kɔt dɛn
fɔ protɛkt pipul dɛn rayt pas ɛni ɔda ɔganayzeshɔn. 

Ɔda ɔganayzeshɔn dɛn kin ɛp pipul dɛn fɔ gɛt dɛn rayt, sɔm ɔganayzeshɔn dɛn gɛt sɔntin
fɔ du wit di Gɔvmɛnt ɛn sɔm pan dɛn kin de fɔ dɛnsɛf. Di ɔganayzeshɔn dɛn weh rili
impɔtant na di Human Rights Commission na Salon ɛn di Officer of the Ombudsman.

Dɛn mek di Human Rights Commission fɔ protɛkt ɛn mek mɔtalman rayt dɛn go bifo na
Salon. I de du bɔku tin dɛn lɛk fɔ chɛk if dɛn le kɔmplen se dɛn ambɔg mɔtalman rayt, ɛn
fɔ wok wit di gɔvmɛnt na Salon fɔ mek ɔlman na di kɔntri bisin bɔt mɔtalman rayt dɛn so
dat dɛn go protɛkt di rɛspɛkt weh ɔlman fɔ gɛt na di kɔntri. Semwehso, dɛn bin mek di
Office of the Ombudsman fɔ mek pipul dɛn weh de wok fɔ di gɔvmɛnt ansa fɔ wetin dɛn
de du ɛn fɔ du tin fia wan, bay weh dɛn de chɛk tin dɛn weh nɔ de apin fia wan, tin dɛn
weh nɔ tret, ɛn kɔrɔpshɔn na di gɔvmɛnt. 

FƆ  TƆK SE YU WANT YU RAYT

Ɛnibɔdi na Salon kin le kɔmplen to di Human
Rights Commission, ɛn ɛnibɔdi weh le kɔmplen
bɔt tin dɛn weh nɔ tret na di gɔvmɛnt kin le
kɔmplen bak na di Office of the Ombudsman.
Pɔsin kin le kɔmplen dɛn na di ɔfis dɛn ɔ na di
Intanɛt. Di ɔfis dɛn go luk di kɔmplen weh dɛn
le fɔ si if dɛn nid fɔ du sɔntin bɔt am.
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KES STƆDI: WEH DƐN MEK ƆLMAN NO BƆT DI AMBƆG WEH DƐN AMBƆG
PƆSIN IN RAYT ƐN WEH DƐN KƐR KES DƐN GO NA KƆT, DAT GO MEK PIPUL

DƐN BISIN BƆT DƐN RAYT NA SALON
NGO dɛn, di Human Rights Commission, ɛn ɔda ɔganayzeshɔn dɛn de du impɔtant
wok fɔ mek pipul dɛn, ivin di gɔvmɛnt, ansa fɔ wetin dɛn de du weh dɛn ambɔg

pipul dɛn rayt

NGO dɛn bin mek di gɔvmɛnt ɛn ɔda pipul dɛn ansa fɔ wetin dɛn de du. Di ECOWAS Kɔt ɔf
Jɔstis, insai di Waves kes, bin mek di gɔvmɛnt na Salon ansa fɔ weh dɛn bin tek wan pɔsin
bɛtɛ pas ɔda pɔsin weh i kam pan di lɔ weh bin de agɛns gyalpikin dɛn weh de pan bɛlɛ. Na 2
NGO dɛn bin kɛr di kes go na kɔt, di Women Against Violence and Exploitation in Society ɛn di
Child Wehlfare Society na Salon. Wan ɔda NGO, Native Consortium, bin kam wit di Native
Consortium and Others v Africell (SL) Ltd and Others kes na kɔt fɔ mek shɔ se dɛn nɔ de trit
kɔstɔma dɛn na Salon bad, bay weh di kɔt dɛn de pɔnish kɔmni dɛn weh nɔ de gi bɛtɛ fon
savis dɛn ɔ savis dɛn weh dia. 

NGO dɛn kin afɛkt di weh aw dɛn de mek lɔ dɛn. AdvocAid, weh na wan NGO fɔ uman dɛn,
bin mɔna di gɔvmɛnt fɔ pul di lɔ fɔ sɛntɛns pɔsin fɔ day. 

Di Human Rights Commission na Salon bin mek ɔlman no weh dɛn ambɔg pɔsin in rayt. Dat
min se dɛn de wach di gɔvmɛnt, kɔmni dɛn, ɛn ɛnibɔdi weh de ambɔg pipul dɛn rayt. 

Ɔda ɔganayzeshɔn dɛn lɛk ɔganayzeshɔn dɛn weh nɔ de pat na di gɔvmɛnt (NGO dɛn)
ɛn lɔya dɛn weh de wok fɔ di pipul dɛn kin ɛp pipul dɛn fɔ gɛt dɛn rayt. Bɔku tɛm dɛn
ɔganayzeshɔn dɛn ya kin wok wit di gɔvmɛnt fɔ protɛkt Salon pipul dɛn rayt ɛn sɔntɛm
kɛr kes dɛn go na kɔt ɔ sɔlv dɛn fɔ dɛnsɛf ɛn nɔ go na kɔt.
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Yu fɔ no bɔt yu rayt dɛn ɛn di Kɔnstityushɔn fɔ mek yu gɛt rɛspɛkt na yu layf ɛn fɔ mek yu
gɛt di chans fɔ du ɔl wetin yu want fɔ du weh yu na mɔtalman. Bɔt dɛn rayt dɛn ya min se
yusɛf gɛt wok fɔ du. Wi ɔl nid fɔ mek shɔ se di gɔvmɛnt ansa fɔ wetin i de du, ɛn fɔ mek shɔ
se di gɔvmɛnt de du in wok weh di Kɔnstityushɔn tɔk se i fɔ du. Dat min se di gɔvmɛnt nɔ fɔ
ambɔg wi rayt dɛn ɔ ɔda pipul dɛn rayt na Salon. Wi ɔl gɛt di wok fɔ trit ɔda pipul dɛn wit di
rɛspɛkt ɛn ɔnɔ weh dɛn fɔ gɛt. If wi want pipul dɛn fɔ rɛspɛkt wi rayt dɛn, wisɛf fɔ rɛspɛkt ɔda
pipul dɛn rayt.

Di Kɔnstityushɔn de sho aw layf na Salon fɔ de. Wi dɔn go bifo pan aw layf fɔ de na Salon.
Bɔt wi gɛt bɔku wok fɔ du. Ɔda tin dɛn de weh wi nid fɔ du so dat ɔlman na Salon go gɛt in
rayt. Weh wi wach di gɔvmɛnt ɛn mek dɛn ansa fɔ wetin dɛn de du, ɛn weh wi de du wetin di
kɔnstityushɔn tɔk se wi fɔ du na wi layf, Salon go tan lɛk aw wi ɔl want am fɔ de.

DI LAS WƆD DƐN

(CREDIT: Philip Nalangan)
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Ɔganayzeshɔn dɛn weh gɛt sɔntin fɔ du wit di
Gɔvmɛnt

Judiciary of Sierra Leone
Address: Law Courts Building, Cotton Tree
Telephone: +232 22 223 246
Email: info@judiciary.gov.sl
Website: www.judiciary.gov.sl 
 
Legal Aid Board
Email: carltonhancilesc@gmail.com 
Website: https://lab.gov.sl/
Freetown 
Address: 27 Wilberforce St, Freetown
Telephone: +232 76 654 027
Eastern Region
Address: 27 Hanga Road, Kenema
Telephone: +232 76 588 858
North-West Region
Address: 10 Mission Road, Port Loko
Telephone: +232 76 481 227
North-East Region
Address: 39 Lunsar Road, Makeni
Telephone: +232 76 481 227
Southern Region
Address: 17 Bojon Street, Bo
Telephone: +232 76 351 270

Human Rights Commission – Sierra Leone
Email: info@hrc-sl.org
Website: https://www.hrc-sl.org 
Head Office
Address: Electoral Commission for Sierra Leone, OAU Drive, Tower Hill, Freetown
Telephone: +232 79 481 520
Freetown
Address: 3 Lamina Sankoh Street, Freetown
Telephone: +232 76 373 461

ƆGANAYZESHƆN DƐN WEH GO ƐP YU
FƆ  GƐT YU RAYT:

mailto:info@judiciary.gov.sl
http://www.judiciary.gov.sl/
mailto:info@hrc-sl.org
https://www.hrc-sl.org/
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Eastern Office Region
Address: 67 Blama Road, Kenema
Telephone: +232 76 682 677
Northern Region
Address: 65 Magburaka Road, Makeni
Telephone: +232 76 571 770
North-West Region
Address: 25 New London Area, Freetown-Conakry Highway
Telephone: +232 76 680 0026
Southern Region
Address: 85 Bo/Taiama Highway, by Lewabu Junction, Bo
Telephone: +232 78 590 267
Western Region
Address: 1st Floor, 4 Main Motor Road (via the Police Station), Waterloo
Telephone: +232 78 336 309

Office of the Ombudsman – Sierra Leone 
Complaints email: complaint@ombudsman.gov.sl 
Enquiries email: enquiries@ombudsman.gov.sl 
Website: www.ombudsman.gov.sl 
Freetown
Address: 26 Charlotte Street, Freetown
Complaints telephone: +232 88 601 523
Enquiries telephone: +232 76 945 926
Eastern Province Regional Office
Address: 1 Supui Street, Kenema
Telephone: +232 76 844 762
Northern Province Regional Office
Address: R38 Makeni City Plaza, Makama Road, Makeni
Telephone: +232 76 492 682
Southern Province Regional Office
Address: 44 Bo Shopping Plaza, 2nd Floor, Mattru Road, Bo
Telephone: +232 76 844 558
North-West Regional Office
Address: 23 Kambia Highway, Port Loko
Telephone: +232 79 238 591

Independent Media Commission 
Email: info@imc.gov.sl
Website: https://imc.gov.sl/ 
Freetown
Address: 3rd Floor, Kissy, House, 54, Siaka Stevens Street, Freetown
Telephone: +232 76 613 594

mailto:complaint@ombudsman.gov.sl
mailto:enquiries@ombudsman.gov.sl
http://www.ombudsman.gov.sl/
mailto:info@imc.gov.sl
https://imc.gov.sl/
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Makeni
Address: 2 Sannoh Drive, Jakema Street, Off Bo/Kanema Highway, Makeni
Telephone: +232 76 482 404

Ɔganayzeshɔn dɛn weh nɔ de pat pan di gɔvmɛnt
(NGO)

Campaign for Human Rights and Development International
Address: 93e Wilkinson Road, Churchyard, Freetown
Telephone: +232 33906057
Email: chrdiofficial@chrdi.org 
Website: www.chrdi.org/ 

AdvocAid
Email: info@advocaidsl.org 
Website: www.advocaidsl.org
Freetown
Address: 1st Floor, 1 Bright Street, Brookfields, Freetown
Telephone: +232 (0) 72384771
Kenema Regional Office
Address: 2 Sannoh Street, Kenema
Telephone: +232 (0) 72384772
Makeni Regional Office
Address: 3 Roke Street, Makeni
Telephone: +232 (0) 72384776

Women Against Violence and Exploitation in Society
Address: 4 Amara Street, Bo, Sierra Leone
Telephone: +232 76 300 009/+232 34 040 625
WhatsApp: +232 34 013 048
Email: info@waves.sl / wavesrights@gmail.com
Website: www.waves.sl 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WavesWomenRightsSL

Child Welfare Society – Sierra Leone
Address: 140 Circular Road, Freetown
Telephone: +232 79 539 547/+232 76 324 408/+232 79 024 718
Email: childwelfaresociety@gmail.com 
Website: https://childwelfaresociety.wixsite.com/home
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CWSSL/
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/child_welfare_society_sl/

mailto:chrdiofficial@chrdi.org
http://www.chrdi.org/
https://www.humanrightsinitiative.org/
mailto:info@advocaidsl.org
mailto:info@waves.sl
http://www.waves.sl/
https://www.facebook.com/WavesWomenRightsSL
mailto:childwelfaresociety@gmail.com
https://childwelfaresociety.wixsite.com/home
https://www.facebook.com/CWSSL/
https://www.instagram.com/child_welfare_society_sl/

