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The Centre for Human Rights, Faculty of Law, University of Pretoria, 
cordially invites you to a lecture titled:

The promise and peril of human rights technology

Speaker:  

Professor Jay Aronson

Event details:

Date Monday, 12 June 2017
Time  09:30 to 12:30
Venue  Room 2-2.1, Faculty of Law, University of Pretoria
Enquiries  Adebayo Okeowo (adebayo.okeowo@up.ac.za)

Professor Jay Aronson is the founder and director of the Center for Human Rights Science and an associate 
professor of science, technology, and society in the History Department at Carnegie Mellon University (Pittsburgh, USA). His 
recent book, Who owns the dead? The science and politics of death at ground zero (Harvard University Press, 2016), analyses the 
recovery, identification, and memorialisation of the victims of the 9/11 World Trade Center attacks. His current research fo-
cuses on the acquisition and analysis of video evidence in human rights investigations, and on improving methods of casualty 
recording and estimation in times of conflict. Jay received his PhD in history of science and technology from the University of 
Minnesota and was both a pre- and post-doctoral fellow at Harvard University’s John F. Kennedy School of Government.

The lecture will address how human rights practitioners are finding creative ways to make use of new technologies 
for the promotion and protection of human rights. Focus will be given to Syria and Ukraine and how technologies like artificial 
intelligence, machine learning, and computer vision are being used to carry out investigations and pursue accountability.


